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An urgent ap

To the readers of this paper from the edi-
torial staff of the New York Post:

We need your help. Our paper — your
paper — is being taken over by Abe Hirsch-
feld, a man we believe will destroy The
Post, a part of this great city for 192 years.
We believe Mr. Hirschfeld’s basic ignorance
of the way our business operates — and his
‘refusal to educate himself — means The
Post will permanently cease publication in

IS THE POST
PETER-ING OUT?
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days. We take no issue with Mr, Hirschfeld’s
right to own a newspaper, but we feel The
Post is too important — not only to us, but to
all New Yorkers — to entrust it to him and
his new partner, Wilbert Tatum. We believe
Mr. Tatum’s view of reality — as expressed
by the journalism practiced in his Amster-

-dam News — is repugnant to meost fair-

thinking New Yorkers. The Post is more im-
portant than one man’s vanity and another

By MIKE PEARL, DON BRODERICK, MARIANNE GOLDSTEIN and LEO STANDORA

The New York Post's life-and-death drama reached Chapter 11 yesterday as
Peter Kalikow sought bankruptcy protection for his troubled tabloid.

The surprise move came amid a bitter and rapidly changing legal battle over
plans to sell the newspaper to real-estate mogul Abraham Hirschfeld.

Hirschfeld further deepened the crisis yesterday with the attempted helter-skelter firing of

72 employees, but most of
the dismissals later were re-
scinded.
Court sources said Kali-
"kow's  unexpected bank-
" ruptey action clearly
seemed to be designed to
keep a growing list of credi-
tors off his back until the
sale to Hirschfeld — or
someone else — is complet-
ed

The sale is being contested
by debt-collection tycoon
Steven Hoffenberg, who a
month ago came in at the
last minute to save The Post
from closing, and thought he
was going to be The Post's
new owner.

According to sources, Kali-
kow fears that if his deal
with Hirschfeld falls
through or stalls, anxious
creditors — including Uncle
Sam — will begin suing him
for what's due them.

Kalikow's lawyers showed
up in Bankruptcy Court yes-
terday to file the papers at
8:55 a.m. His legal crew used
the same get-there-early and
strike-first strategy to save
their boss’ financial skin two
years ago, when Kalikow

filed for personal bank- -

ruptcy protection.

In the intervening years,
Kalikow has maintained a
lavish lifestyle of luxury
cars, opulent homes, yachts
and expensive parties —
while The Post was finan-
cially hemorrhaging.

He even had the audacity
to wage a costly legal battle
with East Hampton zoning
officials to build a special
dock alongside his vast Mon-
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tauk estate to provide park-
ing for his extra-large yacht.

Kalikow apparently con-
tinued to tale care of No.1 as
the current crisis began tak-
ing shape in late 1982.

Although $4.5 million in
FICA payments was with-
held from Post employees’
paychecks, he never turned
that money over to the fed-
eral government.

If he doesn’t ante up soon,
he could be prosecuted

He apparently was so
strapped for money he also
withheld $30,000 in payments
to the 401K retirement ac-
counts of his New York
Newspaper Guild’s employ-
ees, but never passed the
funds on to the mutual-fund
company.

The Manhattan district at-
torney is poised to investi-
gate if he doesn't pay up
soon.

In addition, creditors rang-
ing from ink and paper sup-
pliers to elevator repairmen
and messenger services all
report Kalikow has stiffed
them for hundreds of thou-
sands.

Kalikow also has reneged
on his promise to give the
unions a 20 percent stake in
the paper — in exchange for
their 20 percent paycut.

He has mortgaged The
Post’'s headquarters at 210

South St. — the paper's sin-
gle asset, its underpinning
for future operations and the
sole source of funds to cover
the employees’ severance li-
ability for retirees and other
staffers in the event of a
shutdown.

The continuing chaos at
The Post kept the newspaper
from publishing Monday’'s
editions — the first time the
newspaper has failed to
reach the newsstands since
a citywide newspaper strike
in 1978.

Contributing greatly to the
confusion was Hirschfeld's
announcement Sunday night
that he planned to fire 270
randomly chosen employ-
ees.

The “hit list” supposedly
was drawn up by Hirschfeld
and the man he said is his
new partner — Amsterdam
News publisher Wilbert
Tatum.

Hirschfeld, who changes
his mind as quickly and as
often as a traffic light blinks,
yesterday told The Associ-
ated Press that if Gov.
Cuomo comes forward with
a new group of investors, he
would consider stepping out
of the picture. -

“The best thing I would
like is to buy the building,
not The Post,” said Hirsch-
feld, 74, admitting, “I don't
know anything about news-
papers.”

Cuomo, at a news confer-
ence yesterday, said he and
state Economic Develop-
ment Commissioner Vincent
Tese were getting calls from
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peal to Post readers: HELP!

man’s bigotry. And it’s more important
than whether a bankrupt millionaire can
legally escape his obligation to his workers
and the nation. We ask for your help. We ask
that you call Mr. Hirschfeld today at (212) :
815-8152 and ask him to sell this paper to
someone who will allow it to survive. Please
call your representatives in City Hall, Al-
bany and Washington and ask them to help
us in any way they can. Please care. o
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Post staff to Abe Hirschfeld . . .

¥

\\ \ Reporters, editors
B )\ outraged over
B\ planned layoffs.

Yop editor quits over hit list for 270 employes: Page 2 E

Real estate
developer Abe
Hirschfeld
yesterday was
assailed by Post
reporters and
editors after he
ordered a “Rit” list

Hirschfeld a liar.

LOST & FOUND: This is Page 1 of yesterday’s Post, which never made it :
to newsstands because of technical problems at the tumultuous tabloid. |

He would not reveal any
names.

“The bottom line is we're
trying to keep the paper
alive,” Cuomo said.

“It is kind of zany at the
moment,” the governor had
said earlier in the day. “But
it can be righted. We can get
an established owner,
whether it's Mr. Hirschfeld
or someone else.”

Although most  union
members fired yesterday
were rehired, the fate of 20
managers and non-union
employees who were canned
remained unclear last night.

Part of the ongoing battle
over The Post was fought in
State Supreme Court yester-
day, where Hoffenberg
sought a temporary re-
straining order to stop the
sale to Hirschfeld.

At the hearing, Justice
Stanley Sklar told lawyers
for Hoffenberg that he could
not overrule the federal
order giving Hirschfeld the
right to assume ownership
from Kalikow.

Ed Wallace, one of Hoffen-
berg’s lawyers, told the court
his client had been betrayed
by the man he brought in as

“his partner.”

At the hearing, the paper's
vice president and comptrol:
ler, Stephen Bumbaca, test:
fied that The Post had run
out of funds and told report-
ers he needs $1.5 million im-
mediately to keep the paper
operating this week.

“I need it now,” Bumhaca
said. D g

The legal
switched to
Court, where a judge set
hearing on a raft of motio
for Friday.

action later

people interested in helping.
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Herald reporter Bonn
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ie Weston turns away in disgust after finding her-

NEW YORK POST, TUESDAY, MARCH 14, 1993

R e o EA

self a-wearin’ of the green — in the form of a slimy hock of Abe Hirschfeld’s opinion of
her coverage of his political campaigns and his ownership of the Clarion Castle Hotel.

It’s adios ad's if

By CHARLES CARILLO

The Post can say goodbye to
about a quarter of a million dollars
worth of ads right off the bat, if Abe
Hirschfeld stays at the helm of the
newspaper.

Two significant clients in partic-
ular made it clear that if things
stay as they are, they'll pull their
ads. Both requested to remain
anonymous.

“We don't want any part of the
paper if the scenario remains the
same,” a client worth about
$200,000 per year told The Post.

. A second client, worth about
$50,000, vowed: “If Mr. [Bill] Tatum
is controlling this place, we're out

of here, because he's a racist.”

Tatum, publisher of the Amster-
dam News, was named by Hirsch-
feld as the Post's co-publisher and
a managing editor. He is perhaps
best known for his decision to print
the identity of the Central Park
jogger who was raped and as-
saulted by a gang of youths.

Tatum also supported Tawana
Brawley in the face of a grand-jury
conclusion that she fabricated a
story that she was abducted and
raped by cops.

“Clients have been calling all
morning,” a Post employee, who

.spoke on thé condition of anodymi: |
ty, said yesterday. '

“They want to know what's hap-
pening, and whether we're going to
publish or not.

“I told them to sit tight, that
we're not sure what the whole sce-

. nario’s going to be, and not to make

any hasty decisions.

“They said they would. These
people are going to sit tight. I told
them, ‘The hand is not played out
y *rn

Callers who placed classified ads
were calling to pull them from the

per because “they said [Hirsch-

feld and Tatum] are crazy ...
They definitely think [Hirschfeld
is] nuts,” said the Post employee. *

Display- and classified-advertis-

Post isn’t only hostage Abe’s taken

By COLIN MINER

Real-estate mogul and Post owner-wannabe Abe Hirschfeld
prides himself on being spontaneous, on not getting bogged down

by planning too far ahead. .

It’s just that quality, he recently told a reporter, that led him to
get involved with the New York Post.
That quality also has immersed him in perhaps the biggest

controversy of his career:

“The entire staff does not want him here,” one editor said.
“Maybe on this occasion, he should have thought ahead.”
What has The Post staff concerned is Hirschfeld’'s apparent in-

stability.

“Hanging out with Abe Hirsch-
feld is like inhaling secondhand
smoke from an opium pipe,” wrote
Molly Gordy in a 1992 Newsday
profile. “Hour by hour, it gets
harder and harder to distinguish
reality from fantasy.”

The 73-year old developer, who
made his money in parking ga-
rages and health clubs, bought his
first building in 1954 and was em-
broiled in tenant problems and
building-code violations when he
resold it a couple of years later.

It was Hirschfeld's parking-ga-
rage interests that first gave him a
special place in the annals of New
York City. T

In 1976, he went into the office of
Dorothy Green, head of the city’'s
environmental-impact division,
and announced he was holding her
hostage until she approved a clean-
air permit for one of his garages.

She was eventually rescued by
officials who broke down a door.
She later filed suit against Hirsch-
feld and settled out of court for ap-
proximately $35,000.

Another Hirschfeld controversy
involved Lincoln West, the massive
development he proposed for Man-
hattan’s Penn Yards — now the
site of Donald Trump’s proposed
Riverside South, of which Hirsch-
feld owns 20 percent. ST

That controversy involved a 1982
meeting between Hirschfeld and
Sen. Alfonse D’Amato, which re-
sulted in D'Amato pledging his
support for the Lincoln West pro-
posal.

News reports later alleged that
the meeting had been set up as the
result of a $10,000 payment to a
Long Island lawyer friendly with
both D'’Amato and Hirschfeld.

While all parties denied wrong-

-doing, it was never disputed that

Hirschfeld's partners paid the law-
yer.

Hirschfeld has been described as
vengeful by those who have been

See NUT on Page 18

ing clients were not the only ones
calling The Post for updates on
whether the paper would continue
to publish and whether advertising
was being accepted.

“Hey, we love you,” one would-
be advertiser said. “But these
guys who are coming in to take it
over . . . I don’t know whether I
could stay with you.”

Out of the hundreds of calls re-
ceived by the Post city desk, not
one call was in support of Hirsch-
feld and Tatum.

“I am a black American and

Part of her job
was taking a gob
from angry slob

Bonnie Weston’s 15 minutes of
fame came when Abe Hirschfeld
spit on her and a Miami television
news crew caught it on tape.

Weston, a reporter for the Miami
Herald, was covering the auction
of a Hirschield property when
Hirschfeld let the spittie fly.

His reason: Weston had been re-
sponsible for most of the Herald’s
coverage of “Honest Abe,” as he
likes to call himself.

Hirschte!d had a stormy rela-
tionship with Miami Beach, where
Weston is based. From May 1990,
when she arrived at the Herald,
through Hirschfeld’s stay in
Miami Beach, Weston covered the
carpetbagger from New York —
from his controversial ownership
of the Clarion Castle Hotel through
his unsuccessful run for mayor.

Weston covered all his folbles
and follies, and Hirschfeld was not
appreciative. ’

She was there in October 1990,
when Hirschfeld found it neces-
sary to auction off one of his
money-losing  properties. And
that’s when he felt there was only
one way he could properly express
his feelings about her coverage.

By spitting on her.

Weston did not wish to discuss
the incident yesterday. She sald
lawyers for the Herald had asked
her not to comment because of a

pending lawsuit filed by
Hirschfeld in January against her
newspaper.

Still, Weston continues to cover
Abe’s Miami operations. People at
the newspaper sald yesterday that
its coverage of Hirschfeld has not
been affected by the incident, and
Weston continues to cover him.

Colin Miner

e over

White, a Post reader.

A woman who is a history
teacher in the New York City
school system said, “It's totally
outrageous that Tatum is going to
be the editor of The Post. He al-
ready has a voice in the Amster-
dam News. He is a racist. He
printed the name of the jogger dur-
ing the [Central Park] trial when
no other paper did. It's just outra-
geous.”

A male caller said: “As long as
Hirschfeld and Tatum are run-
ning The Post, I will never buy it

I'm. . against : - Hirschfeld: vand '* again.’ And~I khow many other
Tatum becanse ‘they’ padder to " loyal Post readers who feel the

the radical fringe,” said David

same way,”
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E are living through

the Marx Brothers
version of the Hitler-Stalin
pact here at South Street.
Only this time The Post is
Poland.

Fifteen years ago 1
named Abe Hirschfeld one
of the 10 worst landlords of
New York. While I was
preparing the article, he
offered me the bribe of a
free apartment if I left him
out. I put him in.

The next time I saw him
was in 1990, on TV, spitting
in the face of a Hispanic
woman reporter in Miami.
The wild spray of saliva
perfectly symbolized

Hirschfeld's attitude to-

ward working reporters.

That was the last time I
saw him until he came up
to me in the city room last
week and gave me a
polyester $2 tie, made in
Korea, as a gift. He also
told me he was nominating
me for a Pulitzer Prize.

The next day he fired
Pete Hamill as editor in
chief and then lied about it
to the press. Yesterday, he
fired me, but he doesn't
own the paper — and lacks
all moral and legal au-
thority over it. It's not over
until the fat landlord is
carted away in a straight
jacket.

As for our new Vichy edi-
tor, Wilbert Tatum, I di-
rect the citizens of this al-
ready divided city to the
content of his racist and
anti-Semitic Amsterdam
News.

Tatum's paper editorial-
ized in support of Tawana
Brawley’'s rape hoax.
(Maybe he'll name Braw-
ley editor of Page Six).

Tatum's paper supported .

the anti-Semitic ravings of
City College Professor
Leonard Jeffries. And it
supported the rapists of
the Central Park jogger —
going so far as to repeat-

EST, ABE [
SPIT ABOU
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JACK NEWFIELD

edly print the jogger's
name on the front page,
while the rest of the press,
with the exception of The
New York Times, The Mid-
night Globe and WNBC-TV
News, respected her pri-
vacy. :

That’'s why the alliance
between Hirschfeld and
Tatum brings to mind the
Hitler-Stalin pact of 1939.

For the three weeks Pete
Hamill was the editor of
The Post, this was a differ-
ent newspaper. It was like
watching Willie Mays play
centerfield. Hamill hired
four black reporters his
first ,week, after years of
The Post being an apar-
theid publication. For
years, Post bosses said
they couldn't find “quali-
fied minorities.” Hamill
found them in a week.

He launched a training .

program for minority
journalists. He also de-
veloped a  marketing

strategy to attract women
and new immigrant read-
ers. He got The Post
favorable notice in The
New York Times, in New
York magazine, on the
Charlie Rose TV show —
those upscale outlets that
could attract advertisers
to The Post.

Hamill gave Joe Nichol-
son a column on merit and
only incidentally gave an
outlet to the first openly
gay columnist in town.

Hamill also named two
women as columnists —
Karen Phillips and Andrea
Peyser. Yesterday Peyser
was fired. So was Peter
Faris, the paper's last un-

HE man who spits on reporters sat in the spacious
sixth-floor office that overlooks the East River and

Hate twins’ plans for news are noose to us

convicted financial officer.

In Hamill's three weeks,
there was joy in the city
room. People laughed and
worked overtime for fun.
The paper got scoops like
the food poisonings at The
Plaza hotel. The reporter
who broke the story, Bill
Hoffmann, was on the hit
list yesterday.

So too were City Hall Bu-
reau Chief Dave Seifman
and Albany Bureau Chief
Fred Dicker, both of whom
regularly came up with ex-
clusives during the past
three weeks. In addition,
Murray Weiss’ scoops on
the National Guard were |}
verified in a state report. |
And Karen Phill{ps proved
to be one of the best base-
ball writers in New York.

Hamill is our Yeltsin

FREDDIE KREUGER WAS HERE: Abe the Ax cut through the top staff of The
Post with a vengeance, leaving in his wake a host of rolling heads. Editorin-
chief Pete Hamill got the chop Friday, setting off a storm of protest.

el

ropp—

standing on a typewriter.

The arrangement that
made Hirschfeld the tem-
porary operator of The
Post raises questions. The
decision was made by a
visiting Bankruptcy Court
judge from Vermont, who
didn't know Hirschfeld's
history as slumlord-spit-
ter-screwball. He had not
presided over any of the
previous court proceed-
ings involving The Post.

The problem with bank-
ruptcy court is that it has a
metal detector in the
lobby, but not a CAT-scan.
There should be a sanity
test to get into a courtroom
there.

Honest Abe would never
have gotten in.

PETER FARIS
Senior Vice Prestdent.

the Brooklyn Bridge. The publisher’'s office at 210 South
Street had been occupied in succession by Dolly Schiff,
Rupert Murdoch, Peter Kalikow, Steve Hoffenberg and
now, by the most perverse of fates, this little man who
spits on reporters.

Abe Hirschfeld was where he has always wanted to be: be-
fore an array of cameras. Behind him hung a poster of the
founder of America's longest continuously published daily
newspaper. In that poster, a triumph of kitsch, Alexander
Hamilton, who gave America the Federalist Papers and the
New York Post, is told to sleep well, that his legacy is in fine
and reliable hands. - . e .

Honest Abe, as he calls himself, was there. He sat in a row

MARK KRIEGEL

with his henchman, a transparent self-promoter named Wil-
bert Tatum. Their wives were there, too. Zipora Hirschfeld is
described by her husband as a poet. But nothing lyrical
could be detected in her worn, weathered features. Elinor
Tatum wore a sad, sallow look. Her husband, publisher of the
Amsterdam News, fondly brags of her Jewish heritage. But

in this surreal setting, liberated from all decent notions, you's+. <8

FRED DICKER AVID SEIFMAN
Albany Bureau Chief.  City Hall Bureau Chief.

could not help but wonder what she had done to make an
anti-Semite of her spouse.

The husbands wore striped shirts, which Hirschfeld delight-
fully proclaimed an obvious harbinger of destiny. They wore
matching ties, provided by Hirschfeld: 100 percent flammable
polyester in the design of a blank crossword puzzle.

Hirschfeld, the man who spits on reporters, then an-
nounced his great journalistic vision. “I vant deh paper to be
like deh Ofra Winprey show, " he said.

“My life is booming,” spat the spitter, “when I see report;
ers. I can only speak to the people through the reporters.
Speak to the people? Hirachfeld's is a pathetic lust to be
recognized. But until Sunday’s press conference, his most
notable, most recognized, most revealing moment had been
LI See KRIEGEL on Page £0
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LIP SERVICE: Salivating Abe Hirschfeld plants a big, slurpy, sloppy wet oneon hzs editor-
wppointee, Wilbert Tatum, at a Post press confere'nce

Assemblyman: We'll boycoﬂ Post

PROMINENT Jewish law-

maker yesterday vowed to
ead a “citywide boycott” of the
Jew York Post if Amsterdam
Jews publisher Wilbert Tatum
recomes the new editor-in-chief.
Democratic state Assembly-
nan Dov Hikind, an influential
Jrthodox Jew from Borough
>ark, said he would lead the boy-
ott because Tatum has fo-
nented “anti-Jewish and anti-Is-
ael hysterics” on the pages of
iis black-oriented newspaper.
Meanwhile, other lawmakers
iere also warned that The Post
vould, in the words of one, “lose
Jl credibility” if erratic million-
iire Abe Hirschfeld was allowed
oremain as the paper’s owner.
“Bill Tatum's newspaper, with
ts racially inflammatory arti-
les, shares the blame for the
1991] Crown Heights riots,” said
fikind.
“The thought of Tatum now
wecoming editor of The Post
hould be terrifying to all New
lorkers and especially.Jewish
{ew Yorkers because he has re-

if Wild Bill is the edifor

FREDRIC DICKER
INSIDE ALBANY
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By MEL JUFFE

Bill Tatum, the man just
named editor of the New York
Post by Abe Hirschfeld, brings a
controversial journalistic record
to his new job.

As chief editor of the Amster-
dam News, Wilbert Tatum vigor-
ously supported the likes of
Tawana Brawley, Prof. Leonard
Jeffries and the youths who were
convicted of rape in the Central
Park jogger case. He also opened
his paper's pages to virulent
anti-Semitic comment.

Mayor Koch, saying he detected
“rank racism” in the Amsterdam
News, once said Tatum was
“guilty of polarizing this town.”

Pete Hamill, the Post editor
fired by Hirschfeld to make way
for Tatum, said:

“Under Tatum, the Amsterdam
News has published more anti-Se-
mitic drivel than anything since
[{the Nazi newspaper] Der Stuerm-
er. The man has no daily-newspa-
per ence and has never ex-
plained his blind support of the
Tawana Brawley hoax. = -

“Instead of using his paper to
calm people’s emotions and to
remove hatreds, he fed it — by
supporting the Brawley hoax
and the guys who raped the jog-
ger in Central Park.”

In a report last June, the Anti-
Defamation League said the Am-
sterdam News was “the most

provocative™ of the three black
newspapers in the city that evi-
dence a pattern of hostility to-
ward Jews.

The paper’s “tone and content
often have an emotional, even in-
cendiary, quality, largely repre-
senting the point of view of its
editor, Wilbert Tatum,” the re-
port said.

Tatum, the report went on,
“was regarded by the Jewish
community as someone with
whom dialogue could be conduct-
ed, and he encouraged that no-
tion. In the Crown Heights crisis,
however, Tatum emerged as an
influential figure willing to in-
flame community passions.”

At the jogger trial three years
ago, Tatum showed up at the
court house to make a public dis-
play of his support for the de-
fendants.

He stood proudly with the de-
fendants’ supporters as they
chanted: “The boyfriend did it
He tried to stop a Post photogra-
pher from taking the picture of
the mother of one defendant.

Tatum even provided transpor-
tation for the defendants’ back-
ers to the courthouse, according
to reporters at the scene. -

But what really shocked the
city was Tatum’s decision te
publish the name of the gang-
rape victim — while other

See TATUM on Page 17
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viciously
anti-Semitic articles,” said Hi-
kind.

The assemblyman said it was

péatedly publishéd

especially “outrageous” that
Tatum’s newspaper repeatedly
printed highly slanted articles
backing the anti-Semitic and
anti-white rantings and racial
theories of disgraced City Col-
lege Professor Leonard Jeffries.
Both Gov. Cuomo and Mayor
Dinkins strongly denounced Jef-

“shocking” that current Post
boss Hirschfeld, who is Jewish,
had hired Tatum.

“It's one thing to laugh at
Hirschfeld, which I think a lot of
people have been doing for a long
time. It's another thing to have
him do something this damag-
ing,” said Hikind.

“The Jewish community will
boycott The Post with Tatum
there and I and many others will
lead the boycott,” said Hikind, an

fries’ remarks as racially divi-u; increasingly- influential - politi- 1

Hikind, meanwhile, said it was

e - —m == wws=~ Cialt Who-i8 eying a race for-city
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'Abe Hirs

s‘x ™

By FRANK DiGIACOMO,
FLORENCE ANTHONY
and TIMOTHY McDARRAH

Dial B for Bill

Back in August 1990, when Bill
Tatum ran the name of the Central
Park jogger rape victim in his Am-
sterdam News, most of the media
was outraged. But Screw publisher
Al Goldstein took matters into his
own hands. As we reported then,
Goldstein ran Tatum's home ad-
dress and phone number in his pa-
per and repeated it on his late night
cable sex show, “Midnight Blue.”
“He wants equal treatment of
blacks and whites?” Goldstein said
of the controversial Tatum. “Well,
here it is.” Responded Tatum that
week: “Bleep him. I'll run his ma-
ma's name and address in my pa-
per next week.” One problem: Gold-
stein's mom had been dead for
years.

Koch vs Tatum

July 12, 1984: Mayor Ed Koch
and Amsterdam News editor Bill
Tatum, in a bitter radio debate,
last night accused each other of
polarizing the city racially. In the
shouting match, Tatum accused
Koch of ‘“exacerbating the
schism” between blacks and
whites. Koch, defending his re-
fusal to use racial quotas, shot
back that Tatum was being typi-
cally "outrageous and unfair."%

IF Wilbert Tatum does end up working with
Abe Hirschfeld, the Amsterdam News pub-
lisher should refrain from asking his pur-
ported partner if he's heard any good jokes.

Back in Jan. 14, 1991, PAGE SIX reported
that some racially charged comments by Hir-
schfeld had Miami Beach City Commission-
ers wondering if the real estate developer and
former New York office-seeker has a vacancy
problem — between his ears.

Hirschfeld had city planners gunning for his
resignation from the commission — to which
he was elected in 1989 — after he told two off-
color ethnic gags and accused another city
commissioner of public drunkenness.

The Miami Beach brouhaha began on Dec.
19, 1990 when, shortly before a commission
meeting, Hirschfeld decided to entertain the
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chield’s sic

waliting citizens with an ethnic joke that in-
volved blacks and Jews.
According to minutes of the meeting ob-

-tained by PAGE SIX, the brassy builder per-

sisted in telling the yarn despite the protests of
Miami Beach Mayor Alex Daoud, who appar-
ently already had heard the off-color story.

“Abe was the only who laughed,” said one
source who witnessed the event. “Everyone
else looked astounded.”

On Dec. 26, 1980, Commissioner Willlam
Shockett called an emergency meeting to de-
mand Hirschfeld's resignation. Instead, Hir-
schfeld retold the joke to an incredulous
crowd, substituting Arabs for blacks.

That same evening, a local Miami television
station aired Abe’s comment that Shockett of-
ten came to commission meetings “drunk.”

k jokes

Shockett sued Hirschfeld for slander but
dropped the complaint when Hirschfeld issued
a formal letter of apology.

Shortly after Hirschfeld's repeat perfor-
mance, the commissioners decided against
seeking Abe's resignation, because, said Com-
missioner Martin Shapire:“It's obvious Com-
missioner Hirschfeld is not a man who can be
embarrassed or humiliated.”

Hirschfeld, at the time, said he “was just try-
ing to entertain the people in the room prior to
the meeting.”

Hirschfeld said that he retold the joke to pount
out that it “came from a book, ‘The Last Official
Jewish Joke Book.’ What’s wrong with that™

‘Tm extremely happy that I told the joke,” ad-
mitted Abe. “I never would have gotten the pub-

3

MASON: the name game.

WE don't know what Jackie
Mason thinks of Abe Hirschfeld
these days. We are certain that
back in 1988 the comedian had a
very low opinion of the real-es-
tate developer. These are just
some of the names that Mason
called Hirschfeld at a deposition,
according to a 1989 Post story.
That’s the time when the two
bigshots were suing each other
over Abe's claims that he had
gotten Jackie's career on track.
Before Mason's attorney, Raoul
Felder, could muzzle his client,
Jackie said of Hirschfeld: “. . .you
phony bastard....You are a sick’
Har... You bleeping pig. You are
& common deranged maniac...
.You should drop dead by Thurs-
day...." :

%

i

champ. Hirschfeld is refusing to
pay from 50 to 60 New Yorkers —
many of them unemployed — who
were hired to pass out his con-
gressional campaign literature
outside polling places on primary
day during his failed Congressio-

Pay up, Abe

IF multimillionaire Abe Hir-
schfeld wants to know why he's al-
ways losing, perhaps it's because
he doesn’t know how to act like a

Also-ran Abe loses another one

THE jury punished Abe Hirschfeld for unfairly evicting a restaurateur
in his Castle Hotel in Miamli, but it could do nothing about his singing.
Back in the summer of 1991, the parking lot mogul was being sued for $1.2
million by restaurateur Leila Hunter, owner of Blackie's in his Castle Ho-
tel in Miami. Hunter claimed that on the day after Christmas and without
warning, Hirschfeld had sent 11 men to escort her from her restaurant,
forcing her to leave e — including the money in the register —
behind. After lawyer Howard Talenfeld reportedly “took Hirschfeld apart
on the stand,” the jury came back in 20 minutes awarding Hunter double
what she'd asked for. “It shows that no matter how much money you have,
it’s not cool to go above the law,” Hunter told PAGE SIX then. “What hap-
pened was, we had to put up a temporary wall and were only using half the
space we rented. All of a sudden one day we heard things on the other side
of the wall. He had moved a competitor — Sharon Bagel — into my space.”
Worse, Hirschfeld “reopened the restaurant two days” after her eviction,
Hunter says. “He started using my food and my equipment. It was rather
ludicrous.” But not as ludicrous as his TV performance after the verdict.
The developer, who somehow won election to the Miami City Council after
losing bids for the Senate, City Council, and lieutenant governor in New
York, announced his campaign for mayor of Miami. When a Miami Her-
ald reporter asked about the restaurant case, Hirschfeld said he hadn’t
lost “a minute's sleep,” put on a hard hat and broke into “The Star Span-
b o Flod-BannerS saewimm. oo

e reevewropemn ey vy ww

N

e

SCHFELD MANAGES THE POST WITH T

licity that I'm getting if I hadn't told it.”

nal seat bid. Back then, the devel-
oper claimed at first that “every-
one has been paid.” But after we'd
talked to more than six who say
they're each owed $112.50 for 15
hours of work, and called Hir-
schfeld back, he said: “I told [coor-
dinator] Tom Bartosiewicz to hire
a maximum of 18 people, and he
hired 65 people.” Says one man: “I
started at 6 in the morning and
worked until 9 o’clock at night.I'm
not trying to cause trouble for
anybody, but it's wrong.”

Block that pix

WHILE his Amsterdam News
was printing the Central Park Jog-
ger rape victim’s name, publisher
Bill Tatum was running interfer-
ence for one of the defendant’s
mothers. Back in July 1990, The
Post reported that Tatum — his
press credentials dangling from his
neck — tried to block Post photog-
rapher Paul Adao, who was snap-
ping a picture of Cheroney Salaam,

the mother of Central Park jogger .

rape case defendant Yusef Salaam,
as she left the courthouse. Tatum, a
supporter of the defendants, later
denied that he had tried to interfere
with Adao’s newsgathering.

DIGNITY THAT’S BECOME HIS TRADEMARK OVER THE YEARS

SMITH: rape case.

In addition to naming the Cen-
tral Park jogger, Bill Tatum
also named the victim in the
Willie Smith rape case down in
Palm Beach before she went
public. The first one to attack
him was Lisa Sliwa, the Guard-
ian Angel-turned-morning radio
host on WABC with hubby Cur-
tis. When, as we reported, she
asked Tatum on the air last
April why he printed Patricia
Bowman’s name, Tatum replied:
“that's between you white folks.”
When Sliwa pointed out that
Tatum’s wife, Susan, is white,
the portly publisher said he
didn't want to talk any lo
and hung up. :
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DEAL-A-MEAL: This is the Garment District’s old Dubrow cafeteria, where OTB is building a
state-of-the-art teletheater and restaurant run in part by Wilbert Tatum’s friend Lee Dunham.

By DAVID SEIFMAN
_City Hall Bureav Chief

The Off-Track Betting Corp.
has awarded an upscale restau-
rant franchise in a Midtown tele-
theater branch to a partnership
that includes Lee Dunham, a
major financial backer of Mayor
Dinkins, The Post has learned.

Contending that it doesn’t have
to follow city contract rules, OTB
gave the franchise in its new fa-
cllity at Seventh Avenue and
38th Street to Dunham and his
partners without a publie-bid-
ding process.

Dunham donated $16,000 to
Dinkins’ mayoral campaigns in

* 1989 and 1992. Dunham also
headed a fund-raising drive for
the mayor's trip to South Africa
and donated $7,500 himself. .

In 1991, two high-ranking city
officials — Wallace Ford and
Sally Hernandez-Pinero — wrote
letters and made calls on Dun-
ham'’s behalf to help Dunham se-
cure the purchase of what was
then his ninth McDonald's fast-
food franchise.

Dunham said he became in-
volved in the project to help the
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city and the mayor — not to
make another buck.

“I make $14 million a year,”
said Dunham, 61. “I don't need

another headache.”
In fact, he said he sold six of his

fast-food franchises last April
because his wife wanted him to
slow down a little.

“I want to prove two things,”
Dunham added. “When it’s a suc-
cess, it'll look good for the
mayor. {And] I want to show
black folks can do a super job
and run a four-star restaurant.”

Dunham has been in the res-
taurant business 32 years.

He said he was approached by
OTB last year to help find some-
one to operate an upscale eatery
in the 18,000-square-foot branch,
site of the old Dubrow’s cafeteria
in the heart of the Garment Dis-
trict.

OTB has spent some $2 million
on remodeling and is paying
$700,000 a year in rent on the
sprawling betting parlor, whlch

the mayor officially opened last
night.
OTB is counting on huge profits
- from the branch, since it in-
cludes a separate mezzanine
“Winner’'s Club” where races will
be telecast as they are run, lur-
ing big-time bettors.
said _he sought m:t
John aru, 4 management ex-
pert who owns a guard service,
and formed a food-service com-
pany, Ward, Ward & Ward Inc,
to run the concession.

- He owns 40 percent of the firm,
but said he’ll leave the day-to-
day operations to Ward once it
gets off the ground.

They've brought in two star
chefs, one from Tavern on the
Green and one from the New
York Yacht Club, said Dunham.

Marjorie Longley, a spokes-
woman for OTB, said the agency
doesn’t have to follow the city's
contract procedures, which re-
quire franchises to be publicly
advertised and bid, and has an
opinion from the corporation
counsel to back up its exempt
status.

Koch: | won’t work for ’em

By MEL JUFFE

Former Mayor Ed Koch yes-
terday announced he was quit-
ting as a columnist for The Post
because the paper has fallen
under the control of Abe Hirsch-
feld and Wilbert Tatum.

“l think they are destroying
what was once a great newspa-
per,” Koch said.

“It will no longer be The Post I
wrote for.”

Koch, who became a Post col-
umnist three years ago, said, “I
thought The Post had the best
editorial page and commentary

in the country under editorial-’

page editor Eric Breindel. But
they fired Breindel.”

Koch said Tatum, The Post’s
would-be new editor, has long been
“critical of the moderate positions”
of The Post’s editorial pages.

Tatum “will want to change
that and I don't want to be part of
that change,” the former mayor
said.

Agt Bptacte 2ok
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All the best.

Due to the changes that you have made, I have decided that I
would prefer not to write for the
tarminating my relationship with the Post immediately.

There is currently an outstanding payment due to me in the
amount of $11,000.00, representing monies due for the 11 columns
that I wrote duting the period January 1-March 12.
invoices for Nexis expenditures used in the preparation of my
columns were alsc submitted in the aggregate amount of $2,724.77.
I would appreciate your reimbursing for that amount as well,

; therefore, I an

In addition,

Sincerely,

HEY, DEADBEATS: Koch’s resignation — and last bill.

Koch went on: “The fact that
Hirschfeld fired Breindel shows
that he doesn’t value The Post's
editorial excellence. “He fired
the guy who made it the best edi-
torial page in the country

“So with that new, leadership,
Mo IR IRTE

I'm leaving.”

Koch was already a best-sell-
ing author when he joined The
Post in January 1990. He had
penned the book “Mayor” in 1984,
lashing his political opponents,
as well as another hard-hitting
tome, “Politics.”
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THOMAS SOWELL
Endangered columnist?

By JIM NOLAN -
and DEBORAH ORIN

Jewish leaders yesterday
charged that the Amsterdam
News has “fanned the flames of
hatred” and supported anti-Sem-
ites under its current editor, Wil-
bert Tatum.

Tatum will be named editor-in-
chief of The Post if builder Abra-
ham Hirschfeld succeeds in com-
pleting his purchase of the na-
tion’s oldest continuously pub-
lished newspaper.

Anti-Defamation
League: Tatum’s

a force

for evil

The following analysis of the Amsterdam News under Wilbert
Tatum — who is in line to become editor of The Post if Abraham
Hirschfeld purchases the paper — is reprinted verbatim from the
Anti-Defamation League’s 1992 report on “The Anti-Semitism of
Black Demagogues and Extremists”:

Long considered the mainstream black newspaper, the Am-
sterdam News has undergone a metamorphosis in recent years.
As recently as 1987, The New York Times wrote of it: “The Am-
sterdam News, founded in Harlem in 1909, speaks with the au-

thority of the black leadership
establishment, according to
many prominent figures in the
black community.”

The Times did note, however,

that while there was “still power_

and prestige attached to the city's
black newspapers,” in general
they no longer hold the over-
whelming importance to the
city’'s black population that they
had in the days of segregation.

For many years, the editor of the
Amsterdam News, Wilbert A.
Tatum, was regarded by the Jew-
ish community as someone with
whom dialogue could be conducted,
and he encouraged that notion. In
the Crown Heights crisis, however,
Tatum has emerged as an influen-
tial figure willing to inflame com-
munity passions.

The anti-Semitic views of Profes-
sor Leonard Jeffries were cham-
pioned by the Amsterdam News in
the days preceding the Crown
Heights riot. Tatum's lead editorial
in the Aug. 17 issue states that “the
black community had organized in
order to save itself and the people
of this city from conflagration that
will surely come should any kind of
incident occur, by accident or de-
sign, that threatens the well-being
of Professor Jeffries.”

The same issue of the Amster-
dam News included a vintage anti-
Semitic tract by Joseph R. Mack in
which the author wrote:

“Those who live in glass houses
should refrain from throwing
stones. Let the Jews purge their
Terafi of anti-Africanism before
they accuse any African man of
anti-Semitism. The children of
Ham [Africa} Punt [Somaliland}
Mitraim [Egypt} and Kush [Sudan,
Ethiopia] who were cursed by the
Torah of the Jews, have risen to
defend their fathers and to uncover
and ridicule, .the pakedness of
Qdam.‘hcbb, Noah, Hymie, Cecile

In the Crown
Heights crisis,
Tatum emerged to
inflame community
passions.
-

burgs, none of whom ever were our
father. ..

“Let the purveyors of slavery
initiated by the Torah's myth of Jo-
seph . . . stand on the verandas of
their glass house and cry anti-
Semitism as we Africans make in-
quiry as to whether the religion of
the Jews was in fact gutter, partic-
ularly in the sense that it is anti-
African.”

Even before the oontroversy on
Jeffries started, the Amsterdam
News featured an article by Jef-
fries in its July 27, 1991, issue at-
tacking the New York Post for re-
porting that prominent members
of the black community (including
Wilbert Tatum) were sponsoring
and attending a meeting in honor
of Louis Farrakhan at Harlem's
Schomberg Center for Research in
Black Culture.

In its Aug. 10 issue, the Amster-
dam News published an article en-
titled “Dr. Jeffries Defends His
Views Without Apology.” The
writer noted Jeffries' association
with the melanin theory, which
maintains that blacks — having
more of this skin pigment —
superior to whites. The article
stated:

“Let me clarify my views,” Dr.
Jeffries said, after a long exegesis
on the role of Jews in the African
slave trade, “if they say we are de-
stroying Western civilization with
our proposals, then 1 say let it hap-
pen quickly. because Western civi-

That sharply negative reaction
from American Jewish leaders
came as Hirschfeld was quoted
in an Israeli newspaper, Yedioth
Aronoth, as claiming he wants
The Post to be “the international
spokesman for the state of Is-

rael”
Hirschfeld — who has a long

history of antagonistic relations
with reporters and once spat on
a woman reporter for the Miami
Herald — later claimed he had
been misquoted by the Israell
paper.

stitutionalized, sophisticated form
of barbarism. . .

. “Wherever the white man has
gone, he has left his three D's:
domination, destruction and death.
It is for these reasons that we must
destroy white supremacy in order

Jewish leaders cdaim he

)

would ruin Post diversity

“Unfortunately, the coverage
of the Jewish community by the
Amsterdam News under Bill
Tatum has been divisive and has
fanned the flames of hatred,”
said Anti-Defamation League

national director Abraham Fox- .
man. :
“From time to time it has pub-
lished anti-Semitism and has '
supported anti-Semites and anti-

Semitic views.”

LEONARD JEFFRIES
Critics call him a venom-
ous pseudo-scholar with
hoad fulof ericand @

o red
theories — attributes
that endear him to sim-
pering self-promoter and
Post wannabe editor Wil-
bert Tatum.

“The elimination of white su-
premacy and white male hege-
mony are at the base of Dr. Jeffries’
‘curriculum of liberation,’ and when
he concluded, the audience a half-
hour later was still abuzz with his

with adulatory coverage of Jeffries
and reports of threats to his life.
The Page One article, “Support
Grows for Dr. Jeffries,” had a sub-
head: “Concern about his safety fol-
lowing death threats.” The article

speech.”
sic)~ B. -Demille and the -Weis--- uuﬁonhmﬂungmmumnanln~—-tosavethepla.net.-~-~"m-u=-' The Aug: 17;1991; issue was filled ~==— - Seec ANTL-SEMITE on Page 22 —
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Dow up 14
bonds off,
buck mixed

Associated Press .

Stocks advanced yesterday in
. light trading, aa cautious investors

looked for among de-
. pressed stocks amid fears about in-
terest rates and the economy.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age rose 14 59 pointa to 3,442.41.

Advancing issues gutnumbered
declines by about 11 to 9 on the
New York Stock Exchange.

Volume on the floor of the Big
Board was 192.72 million sharea.
It was the slowest seasion s0 far
this year.

Bonds edged lower on fresh
news of rising commodity-price
inflation, and fear over a report on
the Consumer Price Index due
later this week. The government's
bellwether 30-year bond slipped
7/32, while its yleld rose to 6.89
percent

The dollar was mixed. It rose to
118.85 yen, vs. 118 yen on Friday,
and slipped against the mark to
1.6625 va. 1.8650 Friday. The pound
was higher, closing at $1.4350 up
from $1.4340.

Some cyclical stocks posting
gains were Aluminum Co. of
America rose 1Y% to 70%, Georgia
Pacific up 2% to 65% and Loulsi-*
ana Pacific up 2% to 72%.

In actively traded NYSE issues,
RJR Nabisco waa unchanged at 8%
and Philip Morris fell % at 64%. To-
bacco stocks have taken a beating

J.1. LOPEX
Buying time?

GM exec is
out one day,

in the next

DETROIT (AP) — General Mo-
tors Corp. purchasing chief J. Ig-
nacio Lopez de Arriortua did his
second about-face intwo days yes-
terday, abruptly telling the auto-
maker he will be leaving after all.

It was an embarrassing episode
revealing top-level confusion at
the world's leading automaker.

Lopez, who had sald he was quit-
ting GM for Volkswagen AG and
then changed hia mind, surprised
GM chief executive officer Jack
Smith with a handwritten resig-
nation letter yesterday afternoon.

“Unfortunately, a short time
ago, Mr. Lopez sent me a letter
saving he was not going to accent

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Clinton administration grudg-
ingly approved British Alrway’s
$300 million investment in ailing
USAilr yesterday, but called on

* Britain to open its akiea s0 US.
carriers can expand trans-Atlan-
tic routes.

Transportation Secretary Fe-
derico Pena said that the British
Alrways-USAir deal could be
killed next year if the British do
not make new alr travel conces-
sions that wiil aliow U.S. carriers
greater access to Europe.

Overriding opposition from the
nation's three largest airlines, Pena
said he had little cholice but to ap-
prove the merger tor now because
of a U.S.-British aviation treaty.

“1J.8. carriers need a new agree-
ment to gain fair access to the
British market and beyond,” Pena
told a news conference. Mean-

How not

By PAUL THARP

Three times he told ua.

“God sent me Wilbert Tatum to
save the Post,” Abe Hirschfeld kept
saying to a group of reporters as-
sembled in a sixth floor oftice of

The Poat _wher_!g _Ifﬂmchfelq has en-

DOT OKs Brit
stake in USAir

while, he said, he was bound to
abide by the two-nation pact.

Pena alsc sald British Alrways’
plans to invest another $4350 mil-
lion in USAir hinges on the British
government's willingneas to open
their skies and airportas to US8,
carriers, and to relaxation of a
federal law limiting foreign own-
ership of U.S. alrlines.

A foreign company now fs per-
mitted to hold up to 25 percent of
the voting stock of a U.S, airline,
The $300 million investment gives
British Airways a 19.9 percent
share in USAlr, and the proposed
additional money would put it
over the 25 percent mark.

Foreign investment is seen hy
many as a key to bailing out the
struggling U.8. airline industry,
which has loat about $10 billion
over the last three years.

But Pena’s decision prompted

to sell a

weekly Amsterdam News, which
he bought a decade ago in a bank-
ruptcy court fire szle for 10 centa
on the dollar, for $150,000 in bor-
rowed money.,

Tatum, who also is Hirachfeld's
new editor at The Poat, |s eager to

FEDERICO PENA -
Givesnod todeal.
an a.ngry' reaction from among
the so-called Big Three U.8, air-
lines — Delta, United and Amer!-
can — which view the deal as a

threat to their dominance of u-
crative international tratfic.

Pena also allowed USAlr and
British Airwaya for cne year to
link their flight schedules be-
tween 38 U.8. citiea and London,
and he let USAir turnish ¢rew and
aircraft to operate British Ajr-
ways flights between London and
Baltimore and London and Pitts-
burgh.

paper

“We're not sure,” Tatum said.
. Most marketing people were
puzzled by the three-headed
- masthead, which Hirachfeld said
would probably run three times a
week,"Maybe more, maybe not.”
Most astounded by the plan that

&
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Some cyclical stocks posting
galns were Aluminum Co. of
America rose 1% to 70%, Georgia
Pacific up 2% to 85% and Louisi-
ana Pacific up 2% to 72%.

In actively traded NYSE issues,
RJR Nabisco was unchanged at 8%
and Philip Morris fell % at 64%. To-
bacco stocks have taken a beating
in recent weeks on concerns the
government will impoee an excise
tax on cigarettes and alcohol.

StorageTechnologyroselto27%.
The stock has been flying since
Thursday on various rumors, in-
cluding some surrounding the
company's Iceberg data storage
system.

Nike rose 4% to 76% on good
earnings.

Digital Communications fell 2%
to 1% after forecasting poor
third-quarter earnings.

Sunbeam-Oater Co. fell % to 16%
after an analyst cut its rating.

L T

reveaung 1op-ievel conrusion at
the world's leading automaker.

Lopez, who had aaid he was quit-
ting GM for Volkswagen AG and
then changed his mind, surprised
GM chief executive officer Jack
8mith with a handwritten resig-
nation letter yesterday afternoon.

“Unfortunately, a short time
ago, Mr. Lopez sent me a letter
saying he was not going to accept
the position and is leaving Gen-
eral Motors,” Smith told a news
conference called to announce Lo-
pez was staying.

Lopez apparently gave no rea-
sons for his decision. “There was no
further explanation,” Smith said.

GM general counsel Harry
Pearce told reporters he belleved
Lopez felt bound by his signed
agreement with Volkswagen.
Pearce sald he reviewed the VW
contract, but, "It was in German,
and I really couldn't read it."

General Motora did not have a
written contract with Lopez.

ltch salves scratched

WASHINGTON (AP) — Six over-the-counter ointments made by Ma-
gna-Bon Co. are being recalled after the Food and Drug Administration
advised that they pose a risk of chemical burns to the skin, the manufac-

turer said yesterday.

The FDA said an analysis of the products determined that the oint-
ments “would reasonably be expected to cause chemical burns to intact
skin and could lead to possible permanent injury and scarring” even if
used according to label instructions.

The FDA sald it was not aware of any confirmed Infuries involving the

products.

Magna-Bon Co. of Okeechobee, Fla., sald in a news release that the

FDA had requested the recall.

Consumers were urged to stop using the olntments which have been
marketed in California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Maryland, Michigan, Pennaylvania, Texas and Virginia.

The following products are being recalled:

@ Magna-Bon Antiseptic Cream
@ Magna-Bon Faciel Cream

@ Magna-Bon Burn Spray

B Magna-Bon Magnum Strength
B Magna-Bon Medium Strength
M Magna-Bon Mild Strength

The six products have been indicated for use with burns, control of
bacteria, viruses and fung'i. and for sunburn, acne, cold sores, diaper

rash and warts.
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By PAUL THARP

Three times he told ua,

“God sent me Wilbert Tatum to
save the Post,” Abe Hirschfeld kept
saying to a group of reporters as-
sembled In a sixth floor office of
The Post where Hirschfeld has en-
camped himself thes past days.

Hirschfeld's vision of how he
and prospective co-publisher Wil-
bert Tatum will remake The Post
is unique, but neither has ven-
tured from the sixth floor to ex-
plainthe plantoemployees.

The two took a stab Sunday night
at & news conference, with Hir-
schfeld and Tatum showing an
early disagreement between them-
seclves on what the plan will be.

Tatum started to answer a re-
porter's question about the new
marketing plan for the Post but
Hirachfeld cut him off, "Wait, I'll
tell this."

“I see this, across the top of the
[tront] page,” Hiraschtfeld holda up
an imaginary page, “it says —
The New York Post, then under it,
the New Amsterdam, uh, the Am-
sterdam News, and then the El DI-
aric, three of them across the
top," Hirschfeld said.

80, Tatum and Hirschfeld will
merge The Post with Tatum's
weekly and also El Diario/ La
Prensa, the city’'s largest Spanish
language daily?

“No, no,” Hirschfeld says angri-
ly, “listen to me..."”

Tatum takes a turn, “We're not
exactly sure how the pages will be.”

He suggests that The Post will
be an amalgam of pages from
each paper, but Hirschfeld clasps
Tatum's arm to cut him off.
Tatum corrects himaelf, “No,
probebly an insert of some kind.
Yes, inserted into the paper.
Right?" He nods at Hirachfeld for
approval.

The reporters seem almost em-
barrassed for the two of them.

Tatum, likable and intelligent, is

.| also owner and editor of the

weekly Amsterdam News, which
he bought a decade ggo In a bank-
ruptcy court fire sale for 10 cents
on the dollar, for §$150,000 in bor-
rowed money.

Tatum, who also is Hirschfeld's
new editor at The Post, ia eager to
get his hands on The Post to ad-
vance his agenda and hls wealth,
as any sane person would.

Although he's heavenly sent,
Tatum's first task is to get rid of
that marketing plan from hell.

Their goa! defies any marketing
logic, experts say — how can
three niche products be lumped
into one package, with three sepa-
rate logos on the package?

Hirschfeid and Tatum insist
that the audlences of each paper
— white, black and Hispanic —
will discover each other in the
pages of The Post.

*“This is the way we bring world

peace to all the urban centers of |

America,” Hirschfeld said.
“We're going to do this in Mlami
next, and then on to every other

city. We'll be so big, we'll..” he
traila off,

How will you make money?
What about the ad rates?

“Don't you worry how I'll make
money with The Post,” he slapped
the table,

“Imake money.”

Any specifics how you'll pack-
agelitall?

Tatum answered,“It's too early,
and we haven't worked out all the
details.”

Hirachfeld said: “He sells 52,000
New Amsterdam [sic] papers ev-
ery week, and The Post sella
480,000 every day. Now can you
imagine what he will do if he sells
480,000 New Amsterdama{sic}?"

Any details how the product will
Jook, or be priced for advertisers?

“We're not sure,” Tatum sald.

Most marketing people were
puzzled by the three-headed
masthead, which Hirachfeld said
would probably run three times a
week,"Maybe more, maybe not."

Most astounded by the plan that
would make El Diario part of The
Post was the editor-in-chief of El
Diario, Fernando Moreno,

“It's impossible. It'a the craziest
thing I've heard. We just had 4 dl-
rector’s meeting on this and no one
has ever heard of such a plan,” said
Moreno, also a director of the coun-
try's large
daily with a circulation of more
than 90,000 daily and Sunday.

“Why would we want to compete
against ourselves and let our
masthead be used on The Poat or
any other paper? The idea is ab-
surd from a marketing point of
view, Editorially it's impoasible,
It will never happen. We're inves-
tigating how this idea got started
and why out name is being used.”

“You can't mix readers.”

History shows that even news-
paper identities cannot be blend-
ed. A tragic example was the
merger of the three New York dai-
lies In 1984 — The World-Tele-
gram & Sun, the Journal-Ameri-
can and the Herald-Tribune, all
with different income and educa-
tion demographics. It closed in
nine months.

The Amsterdam News was a
venerable paper in the 19608 with
circulation approaching 100,000,
But after Tatum took control and
slashed pay, benefits and even ad
commissions, ac that the average
pay was about $300 a week, the pa-
per went on a six-month strike
and was published each Saturday
by 11 management employees.

Although the city enjoys the
largest and most sophisticated
black audience in the country, the
Audit Bureau of Circulation says

- Tatum sells only 30,624 coples of
““the Amsterdam News each week.

CENE T W iy



Foxman said he was particu-
larly disturbed by a huge Am-
sterdam News headline during
the Crown Heights crisis —
“Many Blacks, no Jews arrested
in Crown Heighta.”

He contended: “It's racist. It in-
cites to bigotry. It creates the
idea that Jews were getting spe-
cial privileges.”

Kenneth Bialkin, who has
headed many Jewish organiza-
tions, said Hirschfeld’s decision
to make Tatum the editor-in-
chief of The Post amounts to a

“death wish" for the newspaper.

“Unfortunately, I think the Am-
sterdam News represents the
worst publi¢ policy viewpoint on
many of the crucial issues that
face New York, particularly with
regard to the Jewish communi-
ty.” Blalkin said.

“An alliance with the Amster.
dam News will snuff cut the di-
versity that The Post represents,
to say nothing of the hostility the
Amsterdam News haa shown al-
most without exception to Israel
and to the Jewish community.”

Bialkin said issue isn't a ques-
tion of blacks versus Jews but
rather, of attitude, noting that
one of his favorite Poat colum-
nists is hlack conservative
Thomas Sowell.

“I read Sowell religiousty — he
is brilliant, he is deciaive,” Bial-
kin said. “I believe that with
Tatum as editor, Sowell would be
doomed as a columnist in The
Post.”

Bialkin, a prominent lawyer,
predicted The Post would have
little popula.r appea.l if turned in

the direction that Tatum has
pointed the Amsterdam News,
adding neither he nor his friends
would be likely to buy it.

“I don't think ther2'd be any
reason to support it any further
— it would sunk with that point
of view. I think the hiring of Bill
Tatum ia part of a death wish for
The Post,” Bialkin added.

Rabbi Pinchas Stolper, execu-
tive vice president of the Union
of Orthodox Jewish Organiza-
tlons (representing over 1,000

synagogues acroas the countr'y)
had the hiring of Tatum is dia-
turbing to him.

“It has to be cause for concern,
because of the record of things
he has written and gllowed to be
written,” Rabbi Stolper said.

“It's worrisome. He has to ac-
knowledge the fact that this ia
not a paper beholden to one com-
munity, that it speaks to all eiti-
zens of New York. What connec-
tion he has [to Hirschfeld] is be-
yond me."

Jogger raped agam In Amsterdam News

e “"

Tatumloves |5 & LN e i, s
park teens — | | |
& Tawana

By DEBORAH ORIN

Under Wilbert Tatum's editor-
ship, the Amsterdam News stood
alone In claiming that the real vic-
tims in the Central Park jogger
case were the youths convicted of
the brutal beating that left the jog-
ger near death,

Nor was that the only instance
where the Amaterdam News
painted reality in a very different
light from other newspapers in this
town;

B'The Amsterdam News alan In-
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case were the youths convicted of
the brutal beating that left the jog-
ger near death.

Nor was that the only instance
where the Amsterdam News
painted reality in a very different
light from other newspapers in this
town:

B The Amsterdam News also in-
sisted that Tawana Brawley had
been raped by white policemen, al-
though a state grand jury con-
cluded that Brawley's claims were
nothing more than a hoax and an
In-depth investigation by The New
York Times debunked her account.

B At the height of 1991 Crown
Heights rioting, the Amsterdam
News ran a huge headline declar-
ing: “Many Blacks, no Jews ar-
rested in Crown Heights™ and com-
plained that there was a “double
standard.”

B The Amsterdam News' account
focused on the death of a black
child who wasa hit and killed by a
car driven by a Hasldic Jew but
barely mentioned the retaliation
stabbing murder of Yankel Rosen-
baum & few hours after the fatal
auto accident.

The Amsterdam News report
also said black residents of Crown
Heights were “steaming mad” that
the Jewish driver and passengers
in the accident car had been es-
corted away from an angry crowd
to safety,

In the Central Park case, an Am-
sterdam News editorial, on July 20,
1990, claimed the convictions were
“a legal lynching.”

“There ia just no evidence of
rape, none,” Tatum himself told the
Washington Post in an Aug. 21, 1990
interview -~ though some of his
paper's editorlals acknowledged
there had been a rape.

The Amsterdam News also
clalmed that the jogger is “up and
about, almost new,” in an editorial
on April 7, 1880,

That portrait of the victim was in
stark contrast to what reporters at
the trial saw — a young woman
whose face was partially disfig-
ured, who had trouble speaking,
who walked uncertainly and

needed a cane.

The paper's editorials also con-
tended that the convicted youths
had been coerced into glving their
videotaped confessions in the jog-
ger case.

“The fear of law and authority
looma large in children in the
Black community and it is not un-
reasonable to suggest that these
children may have been coerced,”
the Amsterdam News editorialized
on April 7, 1990,

Tatum's paper also clalmed that

the jogger prosecution just wanted
to convict some black, any black

based on the rationale “that blacks

are interchangeable anyway.”

Columnist Amy Pagnozzi — then
at The Post, now at the Dally News
- pointedly added this footnote to
Tatum's claim that whites see all
blacks as interchangeable:

“Too bad Tatum's front-page
photo [cn the jogger trial] misiden-
tifies defendant Antron McCray as
defendant Raymond Santana,
who's Puerto Rican. Way to go,
Bill™

The Amsterdam News also
claimed that it wes an “outrage”
and a “double standard” for news-
papers like the New York Post to
give the namea of the attackers but

DISGRACE TO
JOURNALISM:
Friend to rapists, de-
fender of hoaxers and a
. champion of racist
crackpots — Wilbert
Tatum may soon have
The Post to push his vile
and vicious crusades.

not identify the jogger by name.
Amsterd

The am News repeat-
edly identified the jogger by name
— while The Post, the News, News-
day and all TV stations except
NBC decided it was inappropriate
to use her name.

In an editorial on May 13, 1989,
Tatum's Amsterdam News de-
fended its use of the jogger's name
and blasted those who criticized
the use of her name.

“The criticism, tc our way of
thinking, was total hypocrisy and
came about as a consequence of
terminal racism on the part of
some few T.w'rite'rlttn the white

media,” the Amsterdam News
complained.

“This is hypocritical, claptrap
bull—, and this newpaper mightlly
resents racist white newspapers
for making an effort to impose
their phony morality on us”
Tatum’s paper added.

The Amsterdam News also ran
dozens of articles defending City
College Professor Leonard Jef-
fries, who claims — contrary to
historic reality — that Jews played
a leading role in financing the Afri-
can slave trade.

Jeffries also claims that whites

See AMSTERDAM on Page 81
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Let’s all sing ‘Loon Over Miami’

By COLIN MINER
Abe Hirschfeld apparently has a

t.hlngabom

He's buying one in New York.
And he's suing one in Florida

The Florida case, a $120 million
suit agalnst the Miami Herald, 1s
the latest chapter in a story that

. started in 1987 when Hirschfeld

purchased the Castle Hotel and Re-
sort in Mlami Beach.

Hirschfeld wasn't pleased with
how the Herald covered the hotel's
problems — particularly its prob-
lems complying with local building
and fire codesa.

Hirschfeld became more and
more incensed as after ex-
pose was published in the Herald
about his hotel Eventually, he be-

came spitting mad — literally —
and spat upon Herald reporter
Bonnie Weston.

The Herald's coverage detalled
the hotel's continued failure to
meet city bullding and fire codes,
and, in early 1990, reported that the
resort had been cited several timea
for code violations.

Because of the violations, the
hotel's theater and ballroom were
ordered closed by the city.

And the Herald, which had ached-
uled a 1,700-person lunchecn at the
hotel, moved the banquet to an-
other location

Earlier this year, Hirschfeld
struck back, filing suit in Manhat-
tan Supreme Court charging
Knight-Ridder — owner of the Her-

ald — with breach of contract,
traud and interfering with husiness
relations.

Knight-Ridder believes the suit
has no merit and doesn't under-
stand why it was filed in New York
instead of Florida. '

“We don't think this suit has any
merit,” sald Knight-Ridder lawyer
Norman Kleinberg. *“We have
asked the couwrt to dismiss the
suit.”

Hirschfeld, who has until! March
22 to file papers, did not return
phone calls for comment on this
matter -— although he has been
holding court regularly with re-
porters about his bizarre “visiona”
for The Post.
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on deposit. So before you choose where to do your banking,
be sure to read all the fine print.

If your bank requires you to keep up to $5,000 in your accounts
to get free checking, you should be looking ot Banco Populor. You'll get free
checking when you sign up for Popular Choice and keep a balance of just

$1,500 in a combination of your checking, and CDs, savings,
or money market accounts.

MY 4 .- -

You'll also receive, free, & wealth of time and money-saving services:
an ATM card that gives you access fo your money at over 60,000 locations
in the U.S., discounts on traveler's checks and money orders,
and a host of ether special benefits.
So, if free checking is costing you too much money af your bank,
feel free to stop by any Banco Popular branch or call us at (212) POPULAR.

7] BANCO POPULAR

Popular Choice is for personal accounts only. This offer is subject to change without further notice Fees may be charged for
returned checks, stop payment orders and the fike. Bonco Popular, Member FDIC. An Equal Housing Lender. (=] © 1993,
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ons finding Abe

difficult to believe

By RICHARD STEIER

Abe Hirachfeld's stormily con-
frontational relationship with The
Post's largest union, the Newspa.-
per Guild, is not his first brush
with labor troubles — nor is it the
first time his high-handed con-
duct has baffled and frustrated
the union officlals with whom he's
locked horns.

When he owned the oceanfront
Clarion Castle Hotel in Miami
Beach five years ago, Hirschfeld
provoked a strike by Local 355 of
the Hotel, Motel, Restaurant and
High Rise Employees Union that
lasted more than a year.

Picketing began in September
1988 after the National Labor Re-
lations Board cited the hotel for
violating its union contraect.

At the time, Hirachfeld was be-
ing sued by Miami city officials
for numerous code violations at
the hotel. He twlce agreed to set-
tlements under which he was sup-
posed to correct the violations but
failed to lve up to them.

Even after the strike was suppos-
edly settled in October 1989, union
officials found it difficult to hold
Hirschfeld to his commitments.

Local 355's lawyer, Joe Kaplan,
was wary even when the deal was
first reached, telling the Miami
Herald, “Mr. Hirschfeld signed a
similar agreement in June 1988
and did not live up to it... I hope he
will play it straight this time."

Kaplan's hope did not become
reality, however. By June 1890,

. wrhharn Hirmscshfald's failiasse 04 fSsoeee

charging that Hirachfeld had not
made required contributions to
Local 355's health benefits fund
for six montha.

Local 355's tresaurer accused
Hirschfeld of not paying employ-
ees for accrued vacation time
when he issued their final checks
before giving up the hotel, which
went on the auction block.

Throughout the dispute, Hir-
schfeld offered some novel inter-
pretations of his obligations un-
der the contract.

Under the settlement, he was to

“Mr. Hirschfeld
signed...(an)
agreement in June

1988 and did not
live up to it... I
hope he will play it
straight this time.”’

JOE KAPLAN, Local 358 attorney
]

pay 70 unionized workers one-
third of the wages they would
have received had they been
working the final eight montha of
the strike.

Hirschfeld claimed this sum
would total only $20,000, predicated
on his bellef that he could deduct
money his employees received
“tmm the :n.lon for picketing.

EHlprmrne @l ol
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seemed modeled on the alightly
less brazen dismiasal of 182 Daily
News workers by Mort Zucker-
man when he became that paper's
publisher in January.

Zuckerman enjoyed a unique
advantage in making the diamiss-
als at The News: the paper's bank-
ruptcy statua litted many of the
sirictures of the contract with the
Newspaper Guild that govern pro-
cedures and circumstances under
which employees can be fired.

When Hirschfeld sought to im-
pose the mass firings Sunday, The
Post — unlike its owner, Peter Ka-
likow — waa not in bankruptcy,
and the Guild contract required
him to negotiate on any reduc-
tions of unionized staff.

Hirschfeld chose to ignore that
obligation at first. After technical
problems prevented the paper
from publishing Monday's edi-
tions, he reconsidered and scaled
down the number of Guild firings
to 51 — again without consulting
the union.

When the Guild vigorously pro-
tested, Hirschfeld rescinded all
but one of those firings, subject to
future negotiations.

One union official said Hir-
schfeld’s whimsical way with facts
— he insisted Sunday that Post edi-
tor Pete Hamill had quit the paper,
but top Post managers say Hir-
schfeld’s first act upon entering the
paper's South Street headquarters
lagt Friday was to order that

M
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Associoted Press

HONESTLY: Abraham Hirschfeld says people call him Hon
est Abe. Union members here and in Miami who have dealt

with him find this claim curious.

Hamill be fired — made negotiat-
ing with him gifficult.

“l don’t know any way that you
can deal sensibly with Mr. Hir-
achfeld,” the official said.

Hirschfeld's would-be co-publish-
er, Bill Tatum, had some labor
problems of his own at the Amster-
dam News a decade ago when 49 of
the paper's 60 employees -—also
represented by the Newspaper
Guild — went on strike for 26 weeks

after Tatum and his two partners
demanded staff reductions.

Tatum, who haa since bought
out his partners and is sole pub-
lisher of the black-oriented week-
1y, heatedly denied that he en-
gaged In union-busting tactics
during the 1983 strike when ques-
tioned about it Sunday.

“There was not any intent to
break the union,” Tatum said.
*“There was an intent to survive.”




tlements under which he was sup-
posed to correct the viclations but
falled to ltve up to them.

Even after the strike was suppos-
edly settled in October 1989, union
officials found it difficult to hold
Hirachfeld to hia commitments.

Local 335's lawyer, Joe Kaplan,
was wary even when the deal was
first reached, telling the Mlami
Herald, “Mr. Hirschfeld signed a
similar agreement in June 1983
and did not tive up to it... I hope he
will play it straight this time.”

Kaplan's hope did not become
reality, however, By June 1990,
when Hirachfeld's failure to cor-
rect hotel code violations led an
exasperated federal judge to evict
him from his penthouse home in
the Clarion Castle. Kaplan was

hope he will play it
straight this time.”

JOEKAPLAN, Local 355 attorney

pay T0 unlonized workers one-
third of the wages they would
have received had they been
working the final eight montha of
the strike.

Hirschfeld claimed this sum
would total only $20,000, predicated
on his bellef that he could deduct
money his employees received
“from the union for picketing.”

Although  Hirschfeld often
seems to follow some voice in his
head that no one else can hear, his
initial attempt to fire as many as
272 Post statf members Sunday
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down the number of Guild firings
to 51 — again without consulting
the union.

When the Guild vigorously pro-
tested, Hirschfeld reacinded all
but one of those firings, subject to
future negotiations.

One union official said Hir-
schfeld’'s whimsical way with facta
— he insisted Sunday that Post edi-
tor Pete Hamill had quit the paper,
but top Post managers say Hir-
achfeld's first act upon entering the

‘s South Street headquarters
Friday was to order that
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est Abe. Union members here and in Miami who have dealt

with him find this claim curious.

Hamilll be fired — made negotiat-
ing with him gifficult.

“T don't know any way that you
can deal sensihly with Mr. Hir-
schfeld,” the official said.

Hirschfeld's would-be co-publish-
er, Bill Tatum, had some labor
problems of hia own at the Amster-
dam News a decade ago when 49 of
the paper's 60 employees —also

ted by the Newspa

represen per
Guild — went on strike for 26 weeka

after Tatum and his two partners
demanded staff reductiona.

Tatum, who has since bought
out his partners and is sole pub-
lisher of the biack-oriented week-

ly, heatedly denied that he en- —.

gaged in union-busting tactics
during the 1983 strike when ques-
tioned about it Sunday.

“There was not any Intent to
break the union” Tatum said.
“There was an intent to survive.”

HE firefighters seemed more
resigned than angry as union
president Jimmy Boyle laid out
the bad news yesterday about the
15-month contract an arbitration
panel awarded three days earlier.
Aside from a 4%-percent raise
retroactive to the period from
July 1, 1890 to Sept. 30, 1991, in
other key reapects the arbitration
award only widened the compen-
sation gap between firefighters
and police officers, particularly
since firefighters failed to repli-
cate the $1,000 longevity bonus the
copa got 16 months ago.

The lack of passion at the Uni-
formed Firefighters Assoclation
meeting probably stemmed from
a sense that they'd passed this
way before, four years ago, when
union delegates voted down a con-
tract negotiated by then-union
president Nick Mancuso and then
got clobbered In the arbitration
that resulted.

To paraphrase T.S. Eliot, they
had the experience but missed the
meaning.

Here was Carmine DeRoss, the
UFA Staten Island trustee who's

|UFA burned by ar

expected to run against Boyle in
June, railing at the chairman of
the three-member arbitration
panel, Mark Grossman.

“This arbitrator was hardballing
us because he's owned by the city,
him and the other two,” DeRoss
sneered from the podium in the Ra-
mada La Guardia ballroom.

“That other contract was so
open-ended we didn't know what
we were getting into,” Bob
Gaynor, a union delegate for Lad-
der Co. 38 in The Bronx, said of the
deal Boyle made last September,
only to have delegates reject it
and force arbitration *Guys were
afraid the city's gonna eff 'em:
they want specifics.”

Specifics they got: a markdown
of the $1,000 recurring annuity
payment won by Boyle to a $500
one-shot annuity bonus, the loss of
the chance for firefighters hired
after 1973 to “buy” more generous
Tier 1 pension benefits, a8 new re-
quirement that tirefighters spend
much of their $1,000 uniform al-
lowance on protective clothing.

All this occurred because they
balked at Boyle's 30-month deal
that provided a 4¢'%-percent raise
over 15 months but froze wages
for the latter half of the contract.

That proposed freeze has looked
a lot less onerous since the major
civilian unfons in January negoti-
ated a contract with a §700 one-
time bonus but no pay raise in the

15-month period overlapping the

ifration

end of Boyle's deal.

You add that one-shot and the
arbitration-awarded $500 annuity
payment together, weigh them
against the chance the firefight-
ers blew to have a recurring $1,000
payment into a fund that yielded a
nine-percent return a year ago,
and it's cbvious how bad a choice
they made in forcing arbitration.

At least 200 of the UFA delegates
who voted down Boyle's deal also
rejected Mancuso's contract in
late 1988 to compel the disastrous
arbitration in which the city
gained the right to cut staffing on
engine companies.

Having been proven woefully
wrong in their second-guesses of
two different presidents — who, it
should be noted, negotiated from
dramatically different perspec-
tives — It might seem thoae dele-
gates should either resign or all
run for the UF A presidency.

But Gaynor, who voted for Man-
cuso's deal and against Boyle's,
said the delegates merely re-
flected the sentimenia of the
rank-and-flie.

“This union is too democratie,”
he said. “That’s the problem with
this thing.”

Actually, the problem is that
firefighters can't accept the
screwy attrition-based bargain-
ing that has left them short of the
cops the last two contracts be-
cause a higher police turnover
rate means the city pays less for
cops’ benetita pegged to longevity.
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Abe, Wilbert and The Post

The most straightforward way to un-
derstand what is happening at The
Post is to ask the classic question of
political analysis; Who benefits?

Wilbert Tatum, the editor and pub-
lisher of the black-oriented Amsterdam
News, has been named by Abe Hirsch-
feld as The Post's editor-in-chief (and
co-publisher and managing editor).

Tatum — who replaces Pete Hamill,
summarily fired by Hirschfeld Friday
— has harbored a special animus
against The Post for many years,

He has long used his weekly to slan-
der individual Post editors with unwar-
ranted charges of racism - largely be-
cause The Post, among other things,
never hesitated to call Tatum's bluff on
the Tawana Brawley hoax, to object to
the Korean grocery boycott, to label
Profeasor Leonard Jeffries as the anti-
Semitic bigot that he is and, indeed, to
point out the generally anti-Semitic na-
ture of the Amsterdam News itself,

So it was no surprise that Tatum
turned the Amsterdam News into a vir-
tual mouthpiece for individuals trying
to organize a boycott designed to de-
stroy The Post.

Now Abe Hirschfeld has called upon
Tatum to edit the paper whose destruc-
tion he has long sought. Chalk up a plus
for Tatum and his curriculum of exclu-
slon.

Meanwhlle, Mayor David Dinkins
himself is an obvious beneficliary.

M IDramdt saram Bhues miabas soorecs il s oes

Dinkins and Tatum are friends and
business partners. 80 there's every rea-
son to think that Dinkina supports the
Hirschfeld-Tatum “vision” for The
Post. Indeed, Hirschfeld said just that
— invoking the mayor's name — at his
disorderly, sometimea inane, Sunday
afternoon press conference.

In any event, City Hall has issued no
statements to contradict Hirschfeld's
assertion. Usually the administration
is quick to issue denials if something is
said about the mayor that it deems
inaccurate.

Finally, what is there to say ahout
Abe Hirschfeld? What has motivated
him to try to rip the guts out of Ameri-
ca's longest-tenured daily newspaper?

He la what political theorists might
call a “useful idiot." He is a relatively
wealthy, mean-apirited, insecure, di-
sheveled, profoundly angry and frus-
trated man,

He has failed in numerous bids for
elective office. He conducts himself in
ridiculous fashion — handing out, for
instance, letters he has received from
important people to virtually everyone
he encounters.

Given that he is a Jew and that his
new business partner is notorious for
his animus toward Jews, Hirschfeld
might well be classified as a “self-
hater” — or even a kapo.

Heretofore known as a comic-opera
would-be player in New York Demo-
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VOTER REGISTRATION AT THE DMV? HORRORS!

IF the motor-vehicle bureaus of the other
states are anything llke New York's, the
idea being pushed in Washington that
motor-vehicle bureaus will register
voters is ludicrous.

I think most New Yorkers would rather
chew nails than go to our Motor Vehicle
Bureau, The last time I was there it was
to replace a missing license plate and I
stood on line for three hours. It would
have taken longer except that the em-
ployees speeded things up as closing time
approached.

The employees are frequently surly and

indifferent. And this is their attitude when
the matter presumably concerns thelr
area of expertise, namely matters having
to do with autos. What could we expect if
we were to require them to register
votera?

After all, not everyone who walks in on
motor-vehicle business ia eligible to vote.
voter-application registrations have to be
carefully scrutinized to be sure that the
applicant is eligible to vote.

Voter registration is too important to be
left to those without the expertise. .

ELIZABETH JANE DOOCEY, Jamaica

| 1

Dashed dream

1 HAVE lived in Brooklyn for over 65
years; I have been married for 40 years
(with two children and four grandchil-
dren), and 1 worked at various joba for
over 45 years. :

Like millions of other New Yorkers, I am
a decent and law-abiding citizen who had
a simple dream: I wanted to retire and live
relatively comfortably during my remain-
ing years,

I never earned a very big salary, but I
took care of my family, sent my children
to college, paid my bills and saved some
money for the “golden years.” I knew So-
cial Security benefits would not be enough
to pay all my expenses, so I worked over-
time to make extra money that I could

save, When I retired I had my income
from savings, s0 I thought my dream
might come true.

That is why I get so aggravated when1
read how ordinary people are aliegedly
happy that interest rates are so low.

What baloney! Millions of senior citizens
like myself have lost more than half their
income — money we desperately need to
pay our rent and to pay for food and other
neceasities of life.

Low interest is wonderful for rich peo-
ple, who can borrow at low rates and then
speculate in the stock market or real es-
tate. But the falling rates are killing sentor
citizens. We're too old to invest in long-
term growth stocks. We need a fair inter-
est rate so we can have a safe and steady
source of income.

ABRAHAM GRABSTEIN, Brooklyn

Meditation is for all

READER John Bethell complained in his
March 7 letter about his scn being taught
meditation and biofeedback techniques in
aschool. His son is very lucky. Modern
medicine hasa finally begun to realize that
the mind has a very big role to play in
healing.

A very respected professor of medicine
at Yale University, Bernie Siegel, teaches
cancer patients to meditate as part of

A% 1. &% A A

help people overcome streas, which we
now know can kill. Meditation has nothing
to do with religion, nor is it pseudopsycho-
logical in nature, nor is it mystical,

If I had had the chance to learn to medi-
tate when I was just a girl, maybe I would
have been spared a lot of pain and medical
bills over the years, never mind achjeving
a peaceful attitude.

Please, Mr. Bethell, support your son. He
is lucky someone is being brave encugh to
want to teach meditation in the schools.




semiuc Digot that he is and, indeed, to
point out the generally anti-Semitic na-
ture of the Amsterdam News itself,

So it was no surprise that Tatum
turned the Amsterdam News into a vir-
tual mouthpiece for individuals trying

to organize a baycott designed to de-

stroy The Post.

Now Abe Hirschfeld has called upon
Tatum to edit the paper whose destruc-
tion he has long sought. Chalk up a plus
f?r Tatum and his curriculum of exclu-
sfon

Meanwhlle, Mayor David Dinking
himself ia an obvious beneficlary.

The Post was the only one of four
New York dailies that did not endorse
Dinkins in the 1989 mayoral cam-
paign, The Post has also, on many oc-
casions, been critical of the mayor
and his administration — especially
with regard to the pogrom in Crown
Heights.

Aside from the fact that David Din-
kins doesn't take well to criticlam, to
the extent that The Post's voice is si-
lenced Dinkina can anticipate a some-
what easier path to re-election.

sheveled, profoundly angry and frus-
trated man,

He has failed in numerous bids for
elective office. He conducts himself in
ridiculous fashion — handing out, for
instance, letters he has received from
important people to virtually everyone
he encounters.

Given that he Is a Jew and that his
new business partner Is notorious for
his animus toward Jews, Hirschfeld
might well be classified as a “self-
hater” — or even a kapo.

Heretofore kmown as a comic-opera
would-be player in New York Demo-
cratic Party poiitics, Hirschfeld has for
years displayed a Harold Stassen-like
tendency to seek office despite minimal
support from the voters.

His attempted takeover of The Post
comes as his years have advanced and
his faculties, apparently, have declined.

Frankiy, it's a tragedy that he haa
been allowed to maneuver himself into
a position to ruin an institution that has
long been a vital part of New York's
political and cultural life.

Abe: Mazeltov. Wilbert: Shalom.

Ned Regan’s last warning

Not nearly encugh attention has been
paid to outgoing state Comptroller Ned
Regan's scathing last assessment of
New York City's fiscal circumstances.

“The city is offering very little in the
way of solutions to its long-term prob-
lems. Rather than facing up to [those]
problems, the clty has set for itself a
short-term horizon (featuring] quick
solutions . . . just to squeak through"

The pressures on the Dinkina admin-
istration — brought by advocates for
the so-called homeless, the municipal
unions, the public-education lobby, etc.
— are indeed relenteless and daunting.

- There's no way the city can please
everyhody, nt the urge to try — partie-
ularly in a mayoral election year — is
Efonslder&Mo wonder the adminis-
ation is to “squeak through."”

Take, for Imta.noe:gayrol! Costs.

“The city's recent labor settiement,”
says Regan, “provides for higher costs
than the city had ptanned for.”

Peace with municipal unions in an
election year ts — and for many years
has been — the cornerstone of fiscal
policy as far as City Hall is concerned.

But while the city has granted raisea
to most municipal workers through
1995, Regan says the mayor's spending

lan “makes no allowance for salary

creases,” (And expected raises for
the city's teachers have yet to be ne-
gotiated.)

Of such omissions are multi-biltion-
dollar budget gaps born.

Regan, who has resigned effective:

April 30, has been a diligent watchdog.
Witness his latest report.

City taxpayers will be fortunate if
Regan's successor — scheduled to be
chosen by the Legislature later in the
spring — is nearly as effective.

As for the issue at hand — the city's
exploding budget gaps — Regan's
legacy is clear enough: New York City
has been fairly warned.
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Meditation is for all

READER John Bethell complained in his
March 7 letter about his son being taught
meditation and biofeedback techniques in
school. His son is very lucky. Modern
medicine has finally begun to realize that
the mind has a very big role to play in
healing.

A very professor of medicine
at Yale University, Bernie Siegel, teaches
cancer patients to meditate as part of
their fight to overcome cancer. Clinics all
over the country are using bicfeedback to

help people overcome stress, which we
now know can kill. Meditation has nothing
to do with religion, nor is it paeudopaycho-
logical in nature, nor is it mystical.

If I had had the chance to Jearn to medi-
tate when I was just a girl, maybe I would
have been spared a lot of pain and medical
bills over the years, never mind achieving
a peaceful attitude.

Please, Mr. Bethell, support your son. He
is lucky someone {s being brave enough to
want {o teach meditation in the schools.

JEANNE REED, Manhattan

Smart-aleck

WHY doesn't Rosa Perot get lost with his
dimwitted humor? It was because of him
we people are stuck y .

with Slick Willie and
his crew of losers.

Perot cant talk un-
less he has a pile of
papers in front ot
him.

After watching him
on the Poavich show
and listening to the
questions by Povich, 1
still cannot decipher
his answers.

Ross Perot =
Perot never givea a clear, atraight an-
awer, He thinks his smart-alecky com-
ments are bright; however, be is the only
one who thinka that.
JOHN R. DOZIER JR., Maspeth

Rave notice

A3 tar as I am concerned, Consumer Af-
fairs Commissioner Mark Green ls the
only bright spot in the Dinkins adminis-
tration.

Green is relentless in going after con-
sumer fraud. By doing so, he not only pro-
tecta the public from being ripped off, but
also protects honest business from dishon-
est competition.

This man really gives the taxpayers
their money’'s worth,

KEVIN OLEARY, Kew Gardens

WRITE: The Editor, New York Post, 210
South St, New York, N.Y. 10002. Please
sign your name and include your
address. No unsigned letters will be
published. The Post reserves the right to
edit and condense all letters,

The fortunate

LIKE reader H.V. Hurewitz (“Compassion
exhausted,” Laetters, March 9), I have
found the sight of people lying in the sub-
ways and public bulldings disturbing, but
for a much different reason. It saddened
me that you, HV. Hurewitz, could refer to
these people as “human refuse” and “para-
sites.”

Yes, we have shelters for the homeless.
Have you every seen the inaide of one?
Have you ever spoken with anyone who
has had 10 stay overnight in one? 1 have,
and some of the stories about what goes on
in these places alarm me. They are the
best the city can provide now, but they are
not the solution.

H.V. Hurwitz, your letter expressed quite
a bit of anger and frustration, much of
which 1 can understand, but I can't believe
(or don't want to believe) you have no
;!ompa.sslon left. Please re-examine your
(]

The words “human” and “refuse” do not
belong together. You and 1 are very fortu-
nate, we don't have to sleep in the suhways
or the shelters.

STEPHANIE B. ALIBERTTI, Astoria

DI YESEFUFSFRVSF O - W R )

|




20 4w

R
o ) P

- ﬁﬂg

Mﬂﬂ PRICES

- BETTER PRICES

ROOMS ON
DISPLAY!

Presenting THE CLAUDl
FROM ITALY
A beautiful ltalian rosewood
finish with black lacquer accents.
Large breakfront with back mirror
and hghts 72" x 84"
-OR-
Diamond shaped pedestal table
72" x 40" with leaf and four
Lisa chairs.

ALSO AVAILABLE IN TEAL
LACQUER FINISHI

ALL 3 FOR ONLY .: !"
BT

TIIE

CONTEM PORARYM P4
DECORATIVE

SECTIONAL
~. A SEA OF COLOR
s ) COLLECTION!
’mw 4 INCLUDES: Left arm
M / loveseat, wedge and right
arm loveseat.
| MATCHING END TABLES,
LAZY SUSAN COCKTAIL
TABLE AND MATCHING
SWIVEL CLUB CHAIR
ALSO AVAILABLE,

ALL FOR '.->' g

5989"

24222 2 22 2 2 2 2 2 X2 X XL XXX ¥ 22

YOUR CHOICE

. NEWEURO-STYLE

BEDROOM

Sensational European styling i

high-gloss black finish, dazzling
mirrors and shimmering brass

3 with granite-fike tops and
H granite-like accents throughout{k 4

CPOPPPPOPPPPPLOCOPPPPOOOOOPOGOOIOOTPS

The hafe fwins’ new plans

KRIEGEL from Page 4

spitting in the face of &8 Miami Her-
ald reporter whose stories he did
not like,

Hirschfeld began to float his pri-
vate delusions. “I am an idea man,”
he began. He said something about
saving the planet, about saving the
city from disharmony, about his
dear friend Henry Kissinger, about
the New York Post creating 3 mil-
liocn jobs. You thought he would
pull the note from Ethel Kennedy
from his pocket. He is fond of that
note. He carries it around. He
makes complete strangers recite it
aloud.

And then it was Tatum's turn,
Tatum, in his posture as a healer,
railed against newspapers as the
perpetrators of divisiveneas in New
York. But he neglected to qualify
his remarks. He forgot that his own
paper's editorial pages read like a
seminar conducted by the hateful
Professor Leonard Jeffries. He for-
got to say that his Amsterdam
News printed the name of the
woman who had been brutalized
while jogging in Central Park, Bill
Tatum made her identity a cause
celebre, cloaking it in race, stand-
ing with the ghouls who cried, “The
bitch raped herself,”

Honest Abe and Brother Bill an-
nounced themselves “co-publishers
of the New York Post.”

1o outright lies. A few hours after
ordering an editor to draw up a
roater of 272 people to be fired, they
swore there was no “hit list,"that
there would only be some “tempo-
rary layoffs.”

And they sald that Pete Hamill,
editor-inchief of this newspaper
until lest Friday, had quit rather
than work for Honest Abe.

The press conference waa thrown
into a rage. Pete Hamnlll was fired
by a coward, Abe the spitter, who
could not tetl him to his face,

And that is the greatest of all

shames here, obscured by Honest

I APa's Lharimer e easards s 1 rare oo svsd e e

Then they moved from delusions

for news are noose fo us

South Street was to be our Agin-
court.

Under Pete, we would battle, We
would make something of this
place with desire, hustle and
brains, Even if we were to dle, we
would die well.

Pete Hamill — and there is no”

man who stands in starker con-
trast to Abe Hirschield — belleves
in the power of words, that there is
something honorable about con-
structing good, truthfu! sentences.
He believes that a newspaper re-
porter can learn from Yeats, from
Joyce, from Isaac Bashevis Singer
and from Isabel Allende. Much has
been made of Hamill's remember-
ances of the '50s, of his role as a
protagonist in the "60s. But all the
fondneas for Pete Hamill's melodic
nostalgia — for the Brooklyn
Dodgers, for Sugar Ray Robinson,
for a sweetheart named Kathleen
— overshadowed his vision for the
future,

Hamill understands that the city
has changed aince the time of his
sweetest rememberances. That
“gangster” is now spelled
sta.” That New York is a i
tale of succession, a cast trans-
formed and en each gener-
&tion by new immigranta,

He had plans, realistic designs,
for a new Post. His contract pro-
hibited any editorial interference
by any prospective owner. The
clause is an absolute prerequisite
for a newspaper’s credibility, It
was also the reason Hirschfeid
tired him.

Hamill envisioned a magazine-
style insert to provide the
some breadth. He worked tirelessly
with his writera, believing a good
newspaper, a paper that made
sense, would sell. Under Pete Ha-
mill, there were women columnists

- in the sports msection. Under _
Pete, The Post even hired black re-
porters.

On Friday, Hirschfeld fired him.
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nounced themselves “co-publishers
of the New York Post.”

Then they moved from delusiona
to outright lles. A few hours after
ordering an editor to draw up a
roster of 272 people to be fired, they
swore there was no “hit list,"that
there would only be some “tempo-
rary layoffs.”

And they said that Pete Hamill,
editor-in-chief of this newspaper
untll last Friday, had quit rather
than work for Honest Abe.

The press conference waa thrown
into a rage. Pete Harnill was fired
by a coward, Abe the spitter, who
could not tell him to his face,

And that is the greatest of all
shames here, obscured by Honest
Abe's lousy, surreal comedy.

Pete Hamill could have made
something of this paper, He came
to The Post In 1960, after working
the docks of the Brooklyn Navy
Yard, after a brief career aa a com-
mercial artist, At The Poat, he be-
came a professional writer.

His return as editor-in-chief three
weeks ago was greeted with much
applause. He was our Henry V. And
we. his weary, wounded troopa.

for a new Post. His contract pro-

. hibited any editorial interference

by any prospective owner. The
clause is an absolute prerequisite
for a newspaper's credibility. It
was also the reason Hirschfeld
fired him.

Hamill envisioned a magazine-
+ style insert to provide the paper
some breadth. He worked tireleasly
with his writers, believing a good
newspaper, a that made
sense, would sell. Under Pete Ha-
mill, there were women columnists
— in the sports msection. Under _
Pete, The Post even hired black re-
porters.

On Friday, Hirschfeld fired him.
Pete Hamill took the photograph of
Ray Robinson from his office wall,
stuffed it into his bag, and began to
walk away. He walked into a dark,
brisk evening on South Street.
“Whatever they do,” he sald, “don't
let them destroy the black report-
ers. People have been saying forev-
er: The Post can't get, won't hire
black reporters. They were wrong.
We proved that. Make sure those
reporters get their chance. And
make sure it isn't a chance to fail”
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A Con Ed truck barreled down
South Street. The driver leaned out
the window, raised his fist “Yo
Pete Hamill" he shouted.

On Sunday, after Hirschfeld's
press conference had ended in a
rage, Pete Hamill called the paper.
“There's some meals,” he said,
“you just don't eat.”

Yesterday, Honest Abe Hirsch-
feld tried to serve up more: pink
slips. A procession of cameras be-
hind him, Hirschfeld walked into
the South Street Diner. There, he
sold George McDonald — boes of a
consortium of newspaper unions
known as the Allied Printing
Trades Council — a crossword-
puzzle tie for two bucks. I don't
know whether this says more’
about the second act of Hirachfeld's
lousy comedy or the buffoonery of
our labor leaders.

I only know that while Honest
Abe was peddling poor jokes, lust-
ing for attention, we were upstairs
at 210 South Street. We were put-
ting out The Post. We're awfully

tired of being spit upon.



Pol: We'll boycott
a Tatum-run Post

DiICKER from Page §
council president this fall.
Tatum, whose black-oriented
newspaper is subsidized by a
large number of taxpayer-
funded legal advertisements,
was named by Hirschfeld Sun-
day to replace both fired famed
journalist Pete Hamill and his
successor as editor, Gerard
Bray, who resigned rather than
carry out a massive series of

layoffs.
Meanwhile, many Influential
state lawmakers here view

Tatum as a behind-the-scenes
political hustler who tries to
trade endorsements of his small
weekly newspaper for legal ad-
vertising and other benefits.

“He's not a journalist, he's a
political operator,” sald one As-
sembly staff member who knows
Tatum well.

Hirschfeld, meanwhile, Iia
known to be viewed as bizarrely
erratic, and possibly downright
crazy, by Gov. Cuomo and many
of the state’s leading political
tigures, Democcrat and Republi-
can, inslders here said.

That's because of a long trail of
political double-crosses and be-
trayals that have accompanied a
series of unsuccessful forays by
Hirschfeld into the political
world.

For Instance, he scheduled a
press conference to endorse Re-
publican gubernatorial candi-
date Andrew O'Rourke in 1986
and then failed to show up.

Then, a few hours later, he en-
dorsed Cuomo.

“Abe s a crazy guy with
money,” sald one prominent
state lawmaker who has known
him for years. .

“If he was as crazy &s he is
without money, maybe he'd be
put away,” the lawmaker added.

Several other lawmakers
warned that The Post would be
permanently damaged with
Hirschfeld as the owner.

“This guy is so crazy that no-

B hody would want to deal with |
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Jogger raped again in Amsterdam News

AMSTERDAM from Page 9
are “ice people” with racist aand
anti-social characteristics while
blacks are warm “sun people.”

The New York Post broke the
story of how Jefiries delivered
anti-Semitic and anti-Itallan state-
ments at a state-subsidized black
cultural forum in Albany that was
later broadcast on state-funded TV.

“There was a conspiracy planned
and plotted and programmed out
of Hollywood with people named
Greenberg and Weissberg and Tri-
gliani and whatnot.

“Rusaian Jewry had a particular
control over the movies and their
financial the Mafia, put
together a system for the destruc-
tion of black people,” Jeffries
claimed. :

The Amsterdam News, on Aug.
17, 1991, reported that it had viewed
the tape of Jeffries’ speech and
“concluded that there is nothing
anti-Semttic, racist or chauvinistic
in its content.”

Nor were Jeffries’ attacks limited
to whites. He also denounced the
head of Harvard's African Ameri-

. can Studies program, Henry Lewls

Gates Jr, as “a faggot and a punk,”

according to an interview in the
Harvard Crimson, a student news-
paper.

In a column bylined Frank
Yancy on Aug. 24, 1991, the Amster-
dam News defended Jeffries and
his “eloquent” views and painted
Jews as *rich undesirables” who
had better watch out.

That column predicted a rise of
faciar in America and declared:
“Jewsn ought to be wary; although
poor folks are the first to be
slaughtered, the rich undesirables
always follow close behind.”

In the course of defending Jef-
fries — whom it portrayed as “an
lcon” In the black community —
the Amsterdamn News alsc regu-
larly denounced the Post.

The Amsterdam News ran an
editorial on Aug. 17, 1991 — and re-
peated it a week later — that
biasted the Post's coverage of Jef-
fries and declared: “Biood will be
on the hands of the Post should vio-
lence occur,”

On Aug. 24, 1991, the Amsterdam
News quoted Jeffries as saying:
“The New York Post is a paper
that should not exist. All that can
be done by the Black community to

destroy the Post should be done.”
But the Amsterdam News also
blasted the New York Times for its
coverage of the Jeffries controver-
sy, singling out Times columnist
Abe Rosenthal in particular.”
The New York Times editorial
as well as the Post were

pages
blunt in criticizing Jeffries’ angry ..

rhetoric.

On Aug. 25, 1981, a New York
Times editorial described Jeffries’
views as *“hate and distortion
parading as acholarship” and said
his speech in Albany “makes It
clear he is a confused man whose
ramblings are as unintelligible as
they are hateful” .

In Nov. 1991, when City Univer-
sity trustees voted 104 to imit Jef-
fries’ terxm as chairman of the City
College Black Studies Department,
the Amsterdam News wrote:

“There is a continuing and pro-
found belief in the belly — the very
vitals of the Black community —
that through their economic and
political might, Whites and Jews
somehow control our lives in this
city and have their feet planted
firmly up our derrieres.”

12-0 to remove Jeffries as chair-
man of the Black Studies Depart-
ment last May because of hia re-
marks, the Amsterdam News edi-
torialized that it was a violation of
free speech,

“Is it because he is a Black man
— proud, outspcken and fearleas
with real attachments to the com-
munity from which he came?
Tatum’s paper wrote,

“No, Jeffries toid his truth as he
believed it must be told and took
the risk of having the chips fall
where they may in spite of the fact
that he knew that the deck was
stacked against him, particularly
by White media in this city.”

The Amsterdam News has
painted white journalists who don't
share its views as “white racists
disguising themselves as journal-
ista”

The paper has often siammed
The Post but not just The Post — in
an Jan 10, 1992 editorial it de-
scribed Joe Kleln (then of New
York, now with Newsweek) as “the
worst offender” claiming he
showed ‘“palpable hatred ~ of
blacks.”

When City College trustees voted

By Marjorie Cramer, M.D.

Plastic Surgeon Discusses:

Eyelid, Nasal Sm%ery
Complements to a More Youthful Appearance

The eyes and nose are the first
things peopie notice when we meet
them. This focal point either enhances or
detracts from other facial gualities.
These two facial features can add years to
our ance.

Tired, baggy, drooping eyes can
make even the highest of cheekbones
fade from the vision of others. A nose
that is too big, too crooked, too thick or
too pointed can likewise overshadow
other pleasing facial features, minimiz-
ing their beauty. There are times when

ople mistake their perceplion of our
ocal point for our ability and vigor,

Our syes and nose are whet paopl
Mﬂﬁznﬁuumﬂm ‘

The tip of the nose changes &3 we
because ils underiying supportive b‘.n::
weakens, alowing it to droop and s0g.

time may produce overthanging skin folds
that result in partial vision obstruction.
Some conditions leading 1o rather early
aging changes are repeated swelling due
to allergic or related systematic prob-
lems, and a variety of analomical char-
acteristics that are genetic in origin.

In addition to the wrinkling and
sagging of the eyelid skin, so-called
“bagginess™ may become evident under
the lower eyelids and at the nner corners
of the upper lids, This is the result of
prolrusion or out-pouching of the fatty
tissues under the lid. Occasionally, this
tendency is strongly hereditary in origin,

Any temporary bruises can be covered

¢ with a dash of talcum powder or makeup.

FINANCIAL
CONSIDERATIONS

A A o,

Marjorie Cramer, M.D,,

Cosmelic surgery is not as expen-
sive as you might think, even when it's
elective. Most NSUTaNCE Carriers FAC.S.
cover procedures for breast reduction,
@ymecomastia, tom earkobes, cysts, moles
or similar growths, and in some cases, ABOUT DR. CRAMER
where medical necessity indicates, noses .
and upper q[;ud& e off Marjorie Cramer, M.D.

, Dr. Cramer's office offers ex- ; American Board

tended payments for cosmelic surgery, Cerhfnd by the o
subject tor credit approval. In addition, Plastic Surgery
Visa, Mastercard and American Express Address:
are accepled. e
State of the Art Surgical Facility ., 800 Fifth Ave. {at 615t St)

For the convenience and comfort of Suite 101 : | |
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- publican gube-r-nator-l-a.l candi- |

date Andrew O'Rourke in 1986
and then failed to show up.

Then, a few hours later, he en-
dorsed Cuomo.

“Abe is a crazy guy with
" money,” sald one prominent
state lawmaker who has known
him for years.

“If he was as crazy as he is
without money, maybe he'd be
put away,” the lawmaker added.

Several other lawmakers
warned that The Post would be
permanently damaged with
Hirschfeld as the owner,

“This guy is so crazy that no-
body would want to deal with
him as the pubiisher because you
could never trust anything he
said,” said one statewide politi-
cal figure. .

‘“To have him as the publisher
of The Post ia to aign the paper’s
death warrant,” sald the promi-
nent politician, who spoke on
condition of anonymity.

CITY OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING
PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

URBAN RENEWAL PROJECT

Pursvant 1o Article 15 of the General Municipsi
Law (“GML™) snd Saction 1804 of the Charter,
notice Is herady given that the Department of
Homln? Presarvation and Davelopmant
{"HPD”) of tha City of New York (“City’) is
proposing approval by the Mayor of the scquisl-
tion of certain resl property In the Upper Park
Avenue Urban Renewst Arsa (“Ares”) through
condamnation procesdings.

Tha ares consists of certaln property located in
the Borough of Manhatten, CHy and State of
New York, and generally bounded by East 124th
Strest, Park Avenue, East 125th Street, and Lex-
Ington Avenus. The Upper Park Avenue Urban
Renawsl Plan (“Plan’’) tor the redevelopment of
the Area provides for the scquisition of cerfelin
resl property In the Ares known as:

Block Loty
124 LLS

On the Tax Map of the City (“Proparties To Be
Acquired”), The acquisition of the Properties To
Be Acquired by the City Is necessary to carry
out a pregrem of renawat In tha Area, 83 i3 more
particylarly described in the Plan,

Tha Plan i3 available for public sxamination at
the office of HPD, 100 Gold Strest, Room 9CS5,
New York, New York during Its regular hours on
weakdays from 9:00 a.m. 4o 5:00 p.m,

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that & public hasring
will be hald on March 24, 1993 before the Deputy
M for intergovernmental Atfairs at Clty
Hall, Public Hearing Chamber at 10:00 a.m., or
a1 s0on thereafter as the matter may be reached
on tha calendar, at which tirne and place those
wishing to be heard will be given an opportunity
fo be heard concerning the proposed acquisition
of the Properties To Be Acquired pursvant to
Csmhn m 504 of the GML and Section 1804 of the

FELICE L. MICHETT)
COMMISSIONER

By Marjorie Cramer, M.D.

The eyes and nose are the first
things people notice when we meet
them. This focal point either enhances or
detracts {rom other facial qualities,
These two facial features can add years to
our appearance,

Tired, baggy, drooping eyes can
make even the highest of cheekbones
fade from the vision of others. A nose
that is too big, oo crooked, toe thick or
too pointed can likewise overshadow
other pleasing facial features, minimiz-
ing their beauty. There are imes when
people mistake their perception of our
focal point for our ability and vigor.
L

Our eyes and nase are what people
notice first when we meont them.

Two of the most common cosmetic
surgery procedures, rhinoplasty and
eyelid surgery, can result in a pleasing,
more youthful look to the area of the
face people notice first. In some cases,
surgery is required only onthe nose or
the eyelids 1o achieve the desired results.
In others, some patiends choose to un-
dergo surgery on both the nose and the
tyes.

ABOUT RHINOPLASTY
(NASAL SURGERY)

The tip of the nose changes as we
age because its underlying supportive
Lissue weakens, allowing il Lo droop and
sag. Some people have a bulbous shape
or pointy Lip. The Lip itsell & composed
of fatty tissue, skin and cartilage and its
appearance is easily altered.

When people are displeased with
the bridge of their nose, it usually is
because of a bony hump or extra width.
These problems can be corrected by
reducing the amount of and car-
tilage along the bridge. The area between
the tip and the bridge is mainly com-
posed of cartilage, which can be the cause
of a socalled hook nose. The reduction of
this cartilage can result in & more
pleasing profile. This operation is per-
formed from inside the nase, ing no
external scars except in special cir-
cw

REFRAMING THE EYES
Dowrrward shilting of the brow and
fullness of the upper and lower eyelid
skin are often the carliest signs of the
normal aging process lo become evident.
Frequently, swelling of the eyelids, at frst
present only in the moming, seems to
hang on longer each day. Progressive
upper hid fuliness over a long period of

| Lompiements 1o a [Miore Youthiul Appearance

The tip of the nose changes a3 we
boctuise f{l underlying supportive Hs:::
weakens, allowing it to droop and seg.

time may produce overhanging skin folds
that result in partial vision obstruction.
Some conditions leading to ralher early
qinf changes are repeated swelling due
to allergic or related systematic prob-
lems, and a variety of analomical char-
axcteristics that are genetic in origin.

In addition 1o the wrinkling and
sagging of the eyelid skin, so-called
“bagginess” may become evident under
the lower eyelids and at the inner comers
of the upper lids. This is the result of
protrusion or out-pouching of the fatty
tissues under the lid. Occasionally, this
tendency is strongly hereditary in origin,
Jbecoming noticeable at a relatively early
age, sometimes in the mid-twenties.
More often, however, the fullness devel-
ops and appears more al thirty-five or
forty, becoming even more marked n the
forties and fillies.

The surgery to correct Lhese condi-
tions is usually performed in the office
with very rewarding resulls in almost all
cases.

On the average, such surgery takes
about an hour and leaves barely visible
scars, Recovery is relatively quick. In
both rhinoplasty and eyelid surgery,
patients are able to return to normal
activities within a day or two afler sur-
gery, if they are comiortable doing so.

Any temporary bruises can be covered
¢ with a dash of Lalcum powder or makeup.

FINANCIAL

CONSIDERATIONS

Cosmetic surgery is not ay expen-
sive as you might Lhink, even when it's
tlective. Most health insurance carriers
cover procedures for breast reduction,
or similar growths, and in some cases,
where medical necessity indicates, noses
and upper eyelids,

Also, Dr. Cramer's office offers ex-
tended payments for cosmetic surgery,
subject ter credit approval. In addition,
Visa, Mastercard and American Express

are accepled.
State of the Art Surgical Facility .
For the convenience and comfort of
her patients, Dr. Cramer’s offices are
equil with a complete state of the art
surgical facilily, providing out-patient
operaling and recovery rooms where
mast surgical procedures can be per-
formed on a same-day basis. After sur-
gery, patients are provided with limou-
sing transportation to their home or, in
the case of out of town patients, to a
near-by hotel.
L A
Falients having torn eariobes {from
earvings) or needing removal of cysts,
moles, or similar growths, may have these
correcied in the aflice. Most health

insurance cariors cover these procedures,

* /n some cases, be an alterna-
tive to face lift surgery: a more
youthfid look,

* Be an eflective wrinkle control,
* Lighten darker complexionss.

* Retard skin aging.

* Clean & dear acne.

INTRODUCING THE NEW GLYCOLIC ACID PEEL
NEW YORK HAS BEEN WAITING FOR!

Thanks to the “little miracle” of sugar E:ane, here’s what the
new all-natural® glycolic acid peel and skin treatment can do:

FREE SKIN CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT

* No animal testing, products or by-products used.

* Remove pregnancy spots,
blotching and age spots.

® Help diminish acre
scarring, stretch marks.

* Allow normal exposure to
sun

o Little or no side effects,

hianit e - o S s

Marjorie Cramer, M.D., |
FACS.

ABOUT DR. CRAMER
Marjorie Cramer, M.D,
Certified by the Amenican Board of
Plastic Surgery
Address;
800 Fifth Ave. {at 61st St)
Suite 101 -
New York, NY 1021
Telephone:
(212) 421-9550
Office Hours:
Monday thru Friday
Evening appoiniments availabie
Practice Spedalty:
Cosrmetic Plastic Surgery
In prodtice since 1974
Memberships:
Fellow American College
of Surgeons
American Society of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
New York Regional Society of Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery
New York State Medial Society
New York Courtty Medical Society
Hospitals:
St Vincent's Hospital and Medical
Center, New York, Associale
Attending Plastic Surgeon
Avocation:
Sculptor

Transportation Available
Home From Surgery

Marjorie Cramer, M.D., FAC.S.

Plastic and Cosmetic Surgery
800-A Fifth Ave. (At 61st St.) New York, New York 10021 ¢ (212) 421-9550

“A woman plastic surgeon who understands your most intimate cosmetic dreams.”

FREE
CONSULTATION

By Appointment Only
(212) 421-9550
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ADL: HEW POST EDITOR IS A FORCE FOR EVIL

ANTISEMITE from Page 8

stated that the Rev. Herbert
Daughtry, a Brooklyn minister and
activist, “was convinced that the
attack on the professor is really di-
rected at the curriculum on inclu-
sion. ‘Il challenge our Jewish
friends to have a scholarly debate
on the guestions Dr. Jefiries is rais-
ing,' he added.”

The article reported that faculty
members of the Black Studies De-
partment at City College wrote to
Dr. W. Ann Reynolds, chancellor of
the City University, on Aug. 10 ex-
pressing regret at “the response of
some representatives of the Jewish
community who threatened Dr.
Leonard Jeffries with physical
harm because of his leadership
role in the educational procesa.”

(Needless to say, no responsible
“representatives of the Jewish
community” have threatened Dr.
Jeftries.)

The account also sald that Am-

High School
Equivalency
Test

Prep Classes
cail (212) 447-3020

Baruch

The City University of New York

sterdam News editors had viewed
the videotape of Dr. Jeffries’ re-
marks “and have concluded that
there is nothing anti-Semitic, racist
or chauvinistic in its content.”

The final article on the paper's
Aug. 17 Page One was a story
about a “Russian Jewish scholar,”
Dr. Willlam Loren Katz, who de-
fended Jeffries. Among the sources
cited by Dr. Katz in support of Jef-
fries’ contentions was the movie,
“The Godfather.”

Katz, who the article states had
taught at New York University,
said the attacks on Jeffriea were
“not related to anti-Semitiam; it's
related to the curriculum of inclu-
sion, It's really about the anguish
the white scholastic community
feels about the curriculum of inclu-
sion, which is a long time overdue.
They are Professor
Jeffries to alibi their own failure to
develop a fair curriculum over the
decades.”

{8oon after this article appeared,
a spokesperson for New York Uni-
versity said the school had no
record of Katz ever having taught
there.)

The same Aug. 17 issue included
two full editorial pages in support
of Jeffries.

INCENDIARY
HEADLINE

the Crown Heights rlots,
the Aug. 24, 1991, issue of the Am-
sterdam News featured a front-

page article with the Incendlary
headline, “Many Blacks, No Jews
Arrested in Crown Heights" The
a.lraﬁntge began with the following
8

“Black residents of Brooklyn's

- Crown Heights neighborhood are

steaming mad that a car full of
Jews was escorted to an ambu-
lance and whisked away after the
car crushed the life cut of a T-year-
old and pinned a second child un-
derneath, resuiting in critical in-

es.

“If we don't get justice, we will
call for black power, then revolu-
tion,” Eric Phillip, a resident of
Crown Helghtas, sald angrily.

This article is representative of
an increasing tone of hostility the
newspaper has been taking toward
the Jewish community. The article
stated that Rev. Al Sharpton, Rev.
Herbert Daughtry, attorney Alton
Maddox, Sonny Carson, atiorney
Colin Moore, Lenora Fulani (head
of the radical New Alliance Party)
and others leading a peaceful
march “faced a barrage of rocks”
from the Hasidic community.

The article stated that the al-
leged rock-throwing Hasldim were
not arrested while 30 biacks were
arrested. (There is no indication in
the article as to why the blacks
faced arrest.)

While in recent yeara the Am-
sterdam News has allied itself with
the viewponts of black extremists,
as late as 1385 Tatum was identi-
fied in a news story from the Jew-

ish Telegraphic Agency as co-
founder of the “Black-Jewish Coali-
tion.”

He was quoted as saylng “the
need for coalition between blacks
and Jews in America is 80 evident
that it is hard to understand why
we are walking further and further
away from it.”

When David Dinkins condemned
the anti-Semitism of Louis Farrak-
han in October 1985, Tatum offered
these views of Farrakhan in The
New York Times of Oct. 4, 1985:

“On the one hand he preaches
love of blacks for themselves, self-
help, economic independence and
the survival of-our communities,
Interspersed with this message of
survival there is also a measage of
hatred toward Jews.”

The Times report continued:
Tatum “said black leaders were
‘finding it difficult to articulate
their abhorrence of Farrakhan's
hate while supporting his message
of hope.'”

By 1991 Tatum was willing to ap-
pear at & dinner in honor of Farr-
kahan at the Schomburg Center,

The newspaper's shift away from
the mainstream is illustrated by
its coverage of a variety of 1ssues,
ranging from the Central Park jog-
ger gang-rape case (it claimed the
rape never occurred, and published
the name of the jogging victim) to
featuring various anti-white con-
spiracy theories in the controver-

sies surrounding Tawana Brawley
and Leonard Jeffries,

The W n Post reported
(Aug. 21, 1990) that Tatum 'S asser-
tions “have left many readers,
black and white, stunned and
angry.” The Post stated that while
the Amsterdam News carried
weight “as one of the city's most
prominent biack-run enterprises,”
some of ita former supporters said
“the has drifted from lts
stated goal of informing blacks and
promoting their achievements.”

The Amsterdam News' continu-
ing negative preoccupation with
Jews was reflected in an article en-
titied “the ‘little secret’ Jewa don't
want exposed to the publie,” in its
Oct. 12, 1991 issue,

The article was an account of the
comments of Fred Newman,
leader of the Marxist therapy cult,
the New Alllance Party. The arti-
cle stated that “Tensions between
blacks and Jews will continue to
escalate as long as Jews have a
privileged position in the American
society and blacks are exploited,
Dr. Fred Newman. . . told an audi-
ence in Harlem recently.”

The article quotes Newman as
stating: “Jews don't want this little
secret to be exposed, because to do
50 would mean losing that privi-
lege . .. and they have sufficient
contro! of the media and other in-
stitutions to make sure that never

happena.”
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NOW 40%-50% OFF
OUR IN-HOME CUSTOM DRAPERIES, TOP TREATMENTS, BLINDS AND SHADES
Now you can dress your windows with beauty. Our Decorator Consuitants will help you choose from
aMdearrayofpaﬂems.colorsmdte)dures.andpmvideexpeninslaﬂaﬁonatnoaxtradlarge.
warapeﬁesmequaﬁtyﬂmmmmfubeﬂerdapabiﬁw.energyemdawandsm
protaction. YoumnalsodmoseﬁananbnpmsﬁvesdecﬁondeﬂerDouglaswhdowfasﬂons.
blinds and Duette® pleated shades. Call us today for your no-cost, no-obligation in-home visit,

Call 1-800-666-3200 by Wednesday and save an extra 10%.
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FOR ABE, FIT
10 PRINT: LIAR

By CHARLES CARILLO

Abe Hirschfeld and Bill Tatum
sit side by side, grinning like Ray
Liotta and Robert De Niro after the
Lufthansa heist in “GoodFellas.”
Thetr ears are still ringing with
shouts of “Liars!,” bhut they seem

No, the main thing ia that they're
both wearing striped shirts and
crossword-puzzle ties. It's a sign,
you see. Abe Hirschfel@ believes in
signs.

“God,” he says, gesturing at
Tatum, “sent him to me.”

This was Sunday night at The
Post In & sixth-floor executive of-
fice overlooking the East River
just hours before an edition that
never quite made it.

A few blocks downtown, in the
Trinity Church cemetery, Post
founder Alexander Hamilton is on
& rotisserie in his grave, Compared
to this pair of sociopaths, Aaron
Burr was a social worker.

Hirschfeld doea most of the talk-
ing. He wants to put out a paper

Inetalohon of wrdow traatments af everycay low prices. For apecially wricows, bivdiinde sai pnoes. are 30% off eullr prioss. Savinge ncude fabric, irwg. labor, insiakation and that will to all ethnic
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Amsterdam News as the “New
Amsterdam.” It is tempting to cor-
rect this man and to explain that
he's talking about a beer, not a pub-
lication.

But nobody does. Everyone lets
him ramble on, the way you don't
bother correcting your spacey old
uncle.

Not earlier that day, though.
That's when Hirschfeld denied
having called for nearly 300 heads,
and denled having fired editor-in-
chief Pete Hamill. This triggered
what one now suggests to
Hirschfeld was “a revolution”

And Hirachfeld's eyes get this
look I have not seen since I nearly
stepped on a rattlesnake in the
California desert.

*“It was a revolution,” he hisses.
“I create revohutions.”

He ramblea on about his “revo-
lutions,” blabbering about the
Vertical Club and exercise bikes.
Earlier, he claimed to have in-
vented open-alr garages to pre-
vent people from putting bombs
in skyacrapers.

Which apparently means that
he would have built an open-air
World Trade Center. Would have
made for exciting dining at Win-
dows on the World on gusty
nights.

You can only listen to se much
of this. A reporter has the gall to
try to steer Hirachfeld toward
the issue of the New York Poat.

“Will you let me finish?”
Hirachfeld snaps. “Then maybe
you'll have money like me.”

Another reporter persists,
trying to get within miles of the
sttuation.
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T Eariier, hé claimed to have In
vented open-air garages to pre
vent people from putting bombs
in skyscrapers.

Which apparently means that
he would have built an open-air
World Trade Center. Would have
made for exciting dining at Win-
dows on the Worid on gusty
nights.

You can only listen to so much
of this. A reporter has the gall to
try to steer Hirschfeld toward
the issue of the New York Posat.

“Will you let me (fintah?”
Hirschfeld snaps. “Then maybe
you'll have money like me."”

Another reporter persists,
trying to get within miles of the
situation,

“You,"” Hirachfeld sneers, “talk
very hostile.”

It becomes clear that you must
approach this man with soft
words, and hide the butterfly net
behind your back.

“Mr. Hirschfeld,” I all but whia-
per.

“Call me Abe!”

Gently, gently, I tell him that
I've spoken with Pete Hamill
and, according to him, he has
been most definitely fired.

Hirschfeld stares. I see his
jaws moving and brace myself
for his reaction. 1 this man's his-
tory means anything, I should be
wearing & ralncoat. Or maybe
he’ll just say “Rosebud” and keel
over,

“I don't want to discusa this
anymore,”

but at least I am dry
And then he goes on with vague

plana for this publication that -

will involve The Post, the “New
Amsterdam” and some Hispanic
publication,

“Will it be E} Diarlo?™ a re-
porter asks.

Hirachfeld gets that snake look
again.

“Do me a favor'
“Don't push.”

Doesn't last, though. He slides
right back into jolly-old-uncle
mode. )

“Can you write a newspaper

he says.

Hirschfeld replies.
My question goes unanawered, -

with my broken Engiish?" he |

asks Tatum.

“I think your broken English
got you where you are now,”
Tatum giggles.



TATUM from Page §
papers did not — and to keep
publishing it day afterday.

A Tatum editorial accused the
prosecution of a “legal lynch-
ing,” laying much of the blame
on the so-called “white press.”

As the ADL report noted,
Tatum's newspaper also put for-
ward  anti-white  conspiracy
theories in the controversies sur-

Leonard Jeffries, the
City College professor who teaches
black superiority, and Tawana
Brawley, who claimed ahe was
raped by a gang of white men.

Tatum was born in Durham,
N.C, in 1833, the 10th of 13 chil-
dren of Eugene and Mittle
Tatum.

The family lived in a three-

The Anti-
Defamation
League ripped
Tatum’s paper as
“incendiary.”
]

room shack. Eugene Tatum
worked as a farmer and a bar-
ber. He even tried to start a
chaln of newspapers. And he also
resorted to welfare. Mittle
Tatum worked as a domestic.

Young Tatum went to segre.
gated schools and spent his sum-
mer vacations working in the to-
bacco fields.

At 17 he was editor of his high-

iE TIME FOR H

school newspaper and winner of
an award for editorial writing.

He then made his first trip to
New York, thanks to a collection
taken up by the community.
They gave him and two cther
students $20 each for a round-
trip bus ticket and $10 each for a
week’s living expenses. Luckily
for them, the good-hearted man-
ager of Harlem's Hotel Theresa

gave the young out-of-towners

free lodging.

“Then the word spread through
Harlem that there were three
farmers staying at the Theresa,”
he later recalled.

“All the hookers and pimps and
people who hung around the
hotel took us under their wing.
That's when 1 discovered that
New York was my home.”

Tatum won scholarahips allow-
ing him to study sociology at
Pennsylvania’s Lincoln Univer-
sity. He also spent three years in
the Marines.

He finally moved to New York in
the late 18508 “to write the Great
American Novel,” he once said.

He drifted to the Bowery,
“where I lived pretty much as a
bum, working when I couid, liv-
ing on the street at times.” Hia
“pretty awful” writing efforta
were rejected during those
“bleak years,” he recalled.

“Most of the time I spent follow-
ing Dylan Thomas and Charlle
Parker around,” he added.

By the mid-1960s Tatum had
taken an Interest in real estate.
He joined Mayor John Lindsay's

NEW. YORK POST, TUESDAY, MARCH .15, 1993

administration as an aasistant to
the buildings commissioner,

In 1966 he married clothes de-
gsigner, Susan Kohn, a Jewish
native of Czechoslovakia.

In 1970 Tatum was selected as
a4 Ford Foundation Urban Fel-
low in a program designed to
prepare minority youths as

ATE

urban administrators. A year
later he had enough money to
join a group of investors who
bought the Amsterdam News.
Tatum then studied at Yale
and California’s Occidental Col-
lege before becoming executive
assistant to Manhattan Borough
President Percy Sutton, one of

“EM TATUM

Mayor Dinkins' oldest friends.

In 1983 Tatum left city politics
for the editorahip of the city’s lead-
ing black newspaper. Under his
stewardship the Amsterdam News
seemed for a while to be a bridge
between the city's black and'white
communities —- before its tone
turned hostlle and strident.
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"Who is this nut who'

NUT from Page 3

involved with him in both business
and politics.

When then-Assemblyman Jer-
rold Nadler opposed Hirschfeld's
massive Lincoln West develop-
ment, Hirschfeld retaliated by sup-
porting Nadler's opponents in the
1985 contest for Manhattan bor-
ough president.

Hirschield now has cool relations
with Mayor Dinkins, the man who
defeated Nadler in 1985 for Man-
hattan borough president.

Hirschfeld is currently support-
ing Roy Innis, who is challenging
Dinking in the Democratic
mayoral primary.

Hirschfeld also has a reputation
of being litigioua. He is currently

NEW YORK_ POST, ,TgsiPéY MARCRLAG. 1573

suing Knight-Ridder, owner of the
Miami Herald, for $120 million,

One of Hirschfeld's more unusual
legal situations arose in 1977 when
he wasa forced to pay damages to
Arthur and William Brown, who
owned a vacant lot behind the pro-
posed site of Hirschfeld's Vertical
Club,

Hirschfeld had wanted to dig on
their land and they refused
Hirschfeld had bulldozers proceed

Hirschfeld is also involved in a
legal wrangie with Stanley Stahl, a
former friend and fellow developer,
whom Hirschfeld has accused of
deliberately mismanaging three
apartment houses they own togeth-
er.

s faken The Post hosta

Even former presidents are not
immune from Hirschfeld's antica.

In 1979, he tried to sell hia plush
Fifth Avenue co-op to Richard
Nixon. Even though the co-op
board would not allow Nixon in,
Hirachfeld kept the former presi-
dent’s $92,500 deposit.

Although Nixon expressed his
displeasure with Hirschfeid, he
opted to keep the matter out of the
courts and public eye.

Hirschfeld firat becarne involved
in politica in the late 19608 when his
role as fund-raiser for Bobby Ken-
nedy’'s senatorial and presidential
campaigns led to his belng named
treasurer of the state Democratic

party.
In addition to supporting and op-

Before.

ly Ever After

posing candidates, Hirschfeld has
thrown his hat into the ring several
times.

In 1874 he ran for U8 Senate.
When Aasembly Speaker Stanley
Steingut refused to support his can-
didacy, Hirschfeld spit at him.

Two years later, he tried again
for the Senate, and lost again.

In 1977, he was trounced in a pri-
mary race for City Council presi-
dent, losing to incumbent Paul
O'Dwyer.

In 1986 he ran a disastrous cam-
paign for lieutenant governor, and
didnt even make it onto the ballot.

In 1989 he then went into self-im-
posed exile in Miami Beach, where
he finally ran a successful cam-
paign — winning a two-year term
as a city commiasioner.

In his two years as a cormmis-
sioner, Hirschfeld continued to be a
lightning rod, getting into feuds
with developers, other elected offi-
cials and reporters.

Hirschfeld’'s ownership of the
Miami Beach Claricn Castle Hotel
was marked by three years of ar-

ge?

guments over building- and fire-
code violations. On one occaslon,
the hotel's theater and ballroom
were closed because of violations.

It was because of the violationa
and the Miami Herald's coverage
of the hotel's problems that Hirach.
feld spit on a Herald reporter.

While a city commissioner,
Hirschfeld frequently got into pub-
lic disputes with his fellow com-
missioners, who censured him on
two occasions and frequently criti-
clzed his behavior at meetings.

In 1992 he abandoned Florida and
returned to New York, where he
soon found new controversy, run-
ning as an candidate
and in the Democratic primary for
Congressman Bill Green's seat.

On at least three occasions in the
campaign race, Hirschfeld made
racist and sexist comments he
later apologized for.

In one remark he suggested that
candidate Carolyn  Maloney
“should drop out of the race and re-
turn to the kitchen.”

In the end he recelved less than 1
percent of the vote.
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